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Pioneers in Deaconess Work 


THIS year, as we celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Deaconess Work at 
the Baltimore Motherhouse, we take 
joy in paying tribute to our pioneer 
Sisters. 

Up until June 1944, shortly before the 
cover picture was taken, the Deaconess 
Motherhouse counted it a privilege still 
to have three pioneer Sisters among the 
family of deaconesses and _ students. 
Then Sister Lucy Eyster (seated to the 
right), the first to enter the deaconess 
work in Baltimore, was called to her 
eternal reward, after having given 
fifty-one years to the work from the 
day of her entrance. This leaves Sister 
Sophia Jepson (standing) and Sister 
Magdalene (seated to the left) the only 
remaining links from the beginning of 
the Motherhouse. 

The story of the Motherhouse, its be- 


ginning, its growth and its service to. 


the Church for a period of fifty years, 


is so closely associated with the lives — 
of these Sisters. Their faithfulness in 


service, their. courageous spirit, and 


their abiding faith in God and human- 
(Continued on page 27) 
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How About the Little Fellows? 


So FaR as our quite extensive list of exchanges reveals, the sentiment 
in North America is solidly favorable to an agreement among the nations 
represented at the San Francisco Conference. War has so thoroughly dem- 
onstrated its resources for destruction as to command the decision, “Never 
again.” The conclusion has been reached that the “big three” (as we are 
now calling Britain, Russia, and the United» States) can and should settle 
their own and all other international disputes by processes of negotiation. 

Viewing occurrences between 1920 and 1940, from the platform of 1945 
we can see how controls could have been applied and this second world 
war averted. It would not have begun had a group similar to those now in 
alliance interdicted the Italian conquest of Abyssinia, or the Japanese 
invasion of Manchukuo, and then China, or the abuse of their mandates by 
other powerful nations. 

And why were these bold forays upon weaker peoples tolerated? The 
answer is easy. The more powerful signatories to the Treaty of Versailles, 
to the Paris Pact, and to the several mandates, had designs of their own, 
for which the adventures of Mussolini, Hitler, and Franco supplied prece- 
dents. Thus the lessons of the first world war were obscured and the prom- 
ises made to those who fought to end wars were conveniently forgotten. 
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The next voice you hear... 

LutTHERANS of the Missouri Synod 
wish to have a powerful radio station 
established at the Wartburg Castle in 
Germany. 

Where Luther translated the Bible, 
Walter Maier’s “Lutheran Hour” may 
crackle forth over 
all Europe. The 
plan is proposed by 
the Laymen’s 
y League of the Mis- 
souri Synod, which 
sponsors the “Lu- 
theran Hour.” 

: Dr. Maier’s pro- 
gram is now being broadcast over 600 
stations in the United States and in 
twenty-seven foreign countries. 


"Mayor" of Wittenberg 

A PASTOR of the Missouri Synod who 
is a U. S. Army chaplain, has been 
appointed mayor of several towns in 
Germany, including Wittenberg, where 
Luther nailed the Ninety-five Theses 
to the door of the Castle Church. 

Chaplain Arthur M. Weber, aécord- 
ing to Religious News Service, has been 
placed in temporary control of German 
communities through which the army 
passed, due to his fluent use of the 
German language. 


Visiting Niemoeller 

Gotnc to see Martin Niemoeller is a 
popular activity of American church- 
men visiting Naples. Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church talked with Pastor Nie- 
moeller in the latter part of May. An- 
other interviewer was Bishop G. Brom- 
ley Oxnam of the Methodist Church. 

The Germans between the ages of 22 


and 30 are a lost generation, Pastor 
Niemoeller told Bishop Oxnam. They 
are thoroughly indoctrinated with Nazi 
beliefs. Efforts at re-education will 
have to be directed toward Germans 
under the age of 22. 

A long period of controlled re-edu- 
cation will be necessary before there 
can be successful collaboration with 
Germany as a nation, Pastor Niemoeller 
told Bishop Oxnam. A basis for such 
re-education should be a_ thorough 
policy of truth-telling about Nazi 
policies and practices. 

Bishop Sherrill said after a visit to 
Germany that Lutheran and Roman 
Catholic churches are the “agency that 
has the best chance of rebuilding the 
country and with which we can deal.” 


Lutherans going overseas 

THE Missouri Synod is planning to 
send Dr. Arthur Brunn to Europe to 
confer with Lutherans regarding Mis- 
souri’s Board of Home Missions in 
Europe. 

Dr. Brunn is pastor of St. Peter’s 
Church in Brooklyn, and third vice- 
president of the Missouri Synod. He 
plans to meet church leaders of Ger- 
many, Norway, Sweden, France, and | 
other countries. | 

Heretofore the Missouri Synod has 
had European connections only with | 
several small free-church groups of | 
Lutherans. It has not been represented 
in the Lutheran World Convention. | 


The American Section of* the Lu- 
theran World Convention has selected 
Dr. S. C. Michelfelder, pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church, Toledo, to go to Swit- 
zerland for one year. He is to open a 
World Convention office in Geneva, and 
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will work in co-operation with the 
World Council of Churches. 


Evangelical reorganization 

Tue German Evangelical Church is 
preparing to put into effect a reor- 
ganization plan which was carefully 
drafted during the last year of the war. 

The Evangelical “Church consisted 
before the war of 34,000,000 Lutherans 
and 6,000,000 Reformed. The plan calls 
for appointment of a Reichbishop and 
formation of six church departments to 
be administered under his supervision. 

One department would seek to re- 
vive the youth organizations. Another 
would deal with problems of re-educa- 
tion and restoration of the church 
press. A third would carry on evan- 
gelistic missionary programs. 

There would be a department con- 
cerned with international church co- 
operation. This department would es- 
tablish a center for study of ecumenical 
thought and would furnish liaison per- 
sonnel to work with inter-church aid 
agencies in Europe. 


Swedish missions 

“THE missionary zeal of the Swedish 
churches continues unabated,” reports 
Norman Goodall of the International 
Missionary Council following a trip to 
Stockholm. 

“Nearly all the missionary societies 
report increasing interest and income, 
with an encouraging number of can- 
didates for postwar service. It may 
even prove possible that Sweden could 
help to reinforce the depleted ranks of 
missionaries drawn from other coun- 
tries.” 

Fifteen Swedish missionary societies 
are associated in the Swedish Mission- 
ary Council. They support some 850 
missionaries (including wives) of whom 
about 650 are at work overseas. 

Along with American Lutherans, the 
Swedish societies have given large 
sums for work of the “orphaned” mis- 
sions of the Norwegian, Danish, and 


June 6, 1945 


Finnish churches. They are contribut- 


‘ing to work in the Congo, Tanganyika, 


Zululand, in India, at many points in 
China, and in Palestine. 


They belong to churches in Minnesota 

In Minnesota three adults out of four 
consider themselves church members. 
Half of the adults of the state say they 
go to church regularly. Lutherans have 
the greatest numerical strength, with 
Roman Catholics second. 

These figures have been gathered in 
a survey known as the Minnesota Poll, 
a project of the Minneapolis Star-Jour- 
nal and Tribune. 

On the question of official church 
membership, the largest percentage of 
members is found among persons 21 to 
29 years of age, 70 percent. Lowest 
percentage is in the group over sixty 
years old, 58 percent. 

People in the higher income bracket 
are more frequently church members 
than those in the lowest bracket. 
Eighty-seven percent of those at the 
top belong to churches, in comparison 
with 60 percent of those at the bottom. 

More than half of the state’s residents 
think the churches are playing a 
proper role in the social betterment of 
their communities. 


The "little Lutheran" 

WHEN William Hoeft, business man- 
ager of Time magazine, spoke at the 
meeting of the Associated Church 
Press this spring, his first suggestion 
to editors was to consider publishing 
the church papers in the page-size of 
the Reader’s Digest. 

TuHeE*LuTHERAN has been appearing 
for one year in pages of about this size. 


. A recent cross-section poll of subscrib- 


ers indicates that 81 percent of the 
readers favor the small size; 15 per- 
cent prefer the former large size; 4 
percent are neutral. 

Approval of the small size is 10 per- 
cent stronger among lay readers than 
among clergymen. 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


Manipur, a hill-state of northeast 
India, recently celebrated the corona- 
tion of its Maharaja, Bod Chandra 
Singh, with great pomp and circum- 
stance. The coronation, which should 
have taken place in September 1941, 
was delayed by Japanese air raids, and 
then by the concerted strivings of pal- 
ace astrologers and wise men to find 
the ideal date. The procession left the 
palace, the Maharaja _ industriously 
chain-smoking his favorite Virginia 
cigarettes, the British brand of Wild 
Woodbines, while wrestlers with spears, 
heralds blowing conch shells, dancers, 
standard bearers and guards preceded 
him, and soothsayers, elephants, moun- 
tain ponies, women tinkling bells, and 
fiddlers followed after. A State Police 
Band headed the procession blaring 
“For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.” Ar- 
riving at a deep hole in the ground-site 
of the old palace (“at the very bottom 
of the world’), where the divine golden 
serpent, the mythological ancestor of 
the royal family, is said to dwell, the 
serpent was propitiated with profuse 
offerings of fruit and vegetables, and 
was further lulled by passages read 
from the sacred books. Ashes from the 
Maharaja’s chain-smoking dusted the 
elephant he rode as the procession re- 
turned for the evening celebration of 
wild and widely varied entertainment. 
No women were allowed in attendance 
upon the celebration except those 
among the entertainers and _ sooth- 
sayers. 


At a Recent meeting of the American 
Psychological Association an informal 
group of thirteen psychologists in at- 
tendance offered the following ten 
points of peace which are worth se- 
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rious consideration: (1) War can be 
avoided. War is not born in men; it is 
built in men; (2) In planning for per- 
manent peace, the coming generation 
should be the primary focus of atten- 
tion; (3) Racial, national and group 
hatreds can, to a considerable degree, 
be controlled; (4) Condescension to- 
ward “inferior” groups destroys our 
chances for a lasting peace; (5) Lib- 
erated and enemy peoples must par- 
ticipate in planning their own destiny; 
(6) The confusion of defeated peoples 
will call for clarity and consistency in 
the application of rewards and punish- 
ments; (7) If properly administered, 
relief and rehabilitation can lead to 
self-reliance and co-operation; if im- 
properly, to resentment and hatred; 
(8) The root desires of the common 
people of all lands are the safest guide 
to framing a peace; (9) The trend of 
human relationships is toward ever- 
wider units of collective security; (10) 
Commitments now may prevent post- 
war apathy and reaction. This presen- 
tation won the approval of the more 
than 2,000 psychologists in attendance. 
The wisdom of the ten points is being 
exemplified and enforced every day in 
the world’s news. 


When, in 1941, Rewi Alley, a New 
Zealander and founder of a co-opera- 
tive movement in China, appealed to — 
the sheepmen at home to send a flock | 
of stud sheep to improve the quality | 
of wool in free Northwest China, they — 
responded generously. But Japan’s at- 
tack on China stopped the sheep at 
Rangoon; so the sheep were sent to 
Calcutta, to be forwarded overland to 
China. Then they disappeared from all | 
knowledge until recently word came | 
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that evidently they had been comman- 
deered in transit by the Tibetans. Re- 
port has it that the sheep have caused 
great excitement among the Tibetan 
shepherds, and that in all likelihood 
they would not be released. Now Mr. 
Alley, encouraged by happier condi- 
tions approaching for China, is again 
requesting that a new flock of stud 
sheep be sent by the New Zealand 
sheepmen as a free gift to China, and 
they are doing so. 


Daniel Tobin, head of the Teamsters’ 
and Chauffeurs’ Union, recently issued 
an order to “keep religion out” of the 
Union. He forbade the introduction of 
“Protestant or Catholic Clubs” into the 
locals, because “they create dissension, 
prejudice, religious hatred.” He added 
further, “Now when labor is in the 
ascendancy and of some importance in 
the nation, we have different branches 
of the church endeavoring to creep in; 
and eventually they will look for a 
dominating influence within the labor 
unions through the back door.” Tobin 
is not “militant godless’; his name 
should assure that. So it is interesting 
to note that the real offender he was 
aiming at was the A.C.T.U. (Associa- 
tion of Catholic Trade Unionists), 
which has been specifically organized 
for the purpose of eventually controll- 
ing labor unions. When Tobin placed 
Protestants in general, and Methodists 
in particular, in the catalogue of of- 
fenders, he was just using them as 
“whipping-boys” to avoid placing sole 
blame on the formidable organization 
whose powers of boycott and ostracism 
he dreaded, as the press has learned to 
in the past. So far as any competent 
evidence runs, there are no Protestant 
or Methodist Clubs under indictment. 


Norway’s “Grim Easter,” deeply sha- 
dowed by the fear of ravaging threat- 
ened by the occupying German Army, 
has given place to the dawning of a 
new day. What with the surrender of 
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Quisling, the capitulation of the Ger- 


man troops, the suicide of the head of 


the German police and of Gauleiter 
Terboven, the open presence of recog- 
nized national authorities, the Church 
unfettered and Berggrav freed, the 
land rejoices in what must seem like a 
resurrection. Yet through the jubila- 
tion of the people grimness still moves 
toward the meting out of justice to 
those who denied their country in its 
tribulations, and betrayed their coun- 
trymen. Already hundreds of collabora- 
tionists have been rounded up to stand 
trial in company with Quisling, and the 
Norwegians are determined it shall be 
quick and sure justice. 


Britain’s most fearless fighters, the 
Gurkhas, recently seemed to be on the 
point of losing their reputation. Some 
of them, organized to become an air- 
borne unit, were about to take their 
first training jumps from an altitude of 
1,500 feet. An hour before the take-off, 
the Gurkha sergeant in charge of the 
unit approached the training officer to 
say: “I don’t want you to think my men 
are afraid, Sahib; but couldn’t the 
height be lowered to 500 feet—for the 
first jump?” When it was explained 
that at that height the parachutes might 
not open, the sergeant, astonished, re- 
plied: “Parachutes? But the men didn’t 
know they’d be given parachutes!” 


We Have Been so thoroughly edu- 
cated concerning the dangers of human 
infection from animals that it is start- 
ling to learn that the danger works both 
ways. Chief among fears was that of 
contracting tuberculosis from infected 
cattle, especially through the use of 
their milk. The remedy was drastic, 
but effective, since every infected herd 
was destroyed. Now our Department 
of Agriculture is worried because Dr. 
A. W. Wight of the Federal Bureau of 
Animal Industry has discovered that 
healthy cattle can be infected by tuber- 
culous humans handling them. 


fD 
1895-1945 es el ee 


“How would you express the spirit 
which filled the hearts and minds of 
the ones who were concerned in the 
beginnings of our Deaconess Mother- 
house in Baltimore fifty years ago?” 
one of the first six deaconesses of this 
home was asked a few days ago. With 
almost no hesitation the answer was: 
“Anticipation!” And she _ enlarged: 
“What is going to develop? How and 
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where are the avenues for the work we 
are undertaking going to open? What 
experiences lie ahead? What will be 
the results?” So many burning ques- 
tions! Anticipation! After fifty years, 
while still looking forward and still an- 
ticipating, there can now be the back- 
ward look as well. Let us check a few 
of the answers which the fifty years 
have given. 

Today there are ten Lutheran Dea- 
coness Motherhouses in the church in 
America, but only two of these—the 
Baltimore and the Mary J. Drexel 
Motherhouse of Philadelphia—belong to 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica. Fifty years ago the deaconess home 
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and the work that reaches out to many 
parts of the active program of the 
church today was planned and estab- 
lished by the General Synod. When 
the three general Lutheran bodies 
merged to form the United Lutheran 
Church in America this home and 
training school was turned over to the 
merged body a well established and 
flourishing institution. 

‘When the question 
of establishing dea- 
coness work in the 
General Synod was 
presented to that body 
more than fifty years 
ago a committee was 
appointed to study the 
needs of the church 
and the merits of this 
particular form of 
service. This commit- 
tee had as a_ back- 
ground for their study 
two significant ex- 
amples of such work. 
First, was the well- 
known record of the 
successful work which a large body of 
deaconesses had been carrying on in the 
church in Europe for many years. Sec- 
ond, was the fact that the work had 
been successfully transplanted into 
America and in Philadelphia the Mary 
J. Drexel Motherhouse was already 
doing splendid work in connection with 
the German Hospital. 


Broadened Objectives 


Until that time every center of dea- 
coness work, either in Europe or Amer- 
ica, had been established in response to 
a pressing, present need. The com- 
mittee of the General Synod ap- 
proached this new venture in a some- 
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what different way. They recognized, 
as their first reports stated, the poten- 
tial power which should rightfully be 
wielded by women in the work of the 
church, and realized further the varied 
needs existing throughout the church. 
Hence the plan adopted by the Gen- 
eral Synod was to challenge the young 
women of the church to give them- 
selves for such service, and a board of 
pastors and laymen of the General 
Synod to be created to study carefully 
the needs of the church and plan the 
training and preparation of these young 
women along the patterns of the varied 
existing needs. Thus, as specific situa- 
tions would call for workers, there 
would be young women trained and 
ready for these situations as they pre- 
sented themselves. 

This has been a fundamental prin- 
ciple of the Baltimore home through- 
out these fifty years. The rich sig- 
nificance of the patterns of the work 
as established and developed in Europe 
were carefully studied, but, also, the 
changed patterns of the American life 
were also closely considered and a con- 
stant effort was made 
to adapt the priceless 
good of the old to the 
pressing needs of 
vastly different con- 
ditions of life and cus- 
tom and thinking in 
America. 


Baltimore the Winner 

At that time of or- 
ganization and estab- 
lishment of this work 
under the supervision 
of the General Synod 
the location of its 
headquarters was to 


The Present Class of 
Students at the Baltimore 
Motherhouse 


June 6, 1945 


be determined by the interest and sup- 
port offered by the several probable 
centers. Baltimore was the city whose 
interest, and quick, generous, material 
support won for it the privilege of being 
the center where this new work would 
be established. The Deaconess Mother- 
house and Training School of Baltimore 
was opened in September 1895 in a 
house offered by the people of Balti- 
more to the Deaconess Board for three 
years, free of all expense. The work 
developed so rapidly that within one 
year these quarters had to be expanded, 
and in June 1899, a committee was ap- 
pointed to seek a suitable location for 
this home which might be permanent 
and give ample opportunity for expan- 
sion. In 1901 the present property was 
purchased, and in 1911 the present 
splendid home was dedicated. It is 


now one of the institutions which the 
United Lutheran Church rightly cher- 
ishes. 

As these material steps were being 
accomplished, a, call had been issued 
to the young women of the church to 
offer themselves for this service. From 


those who responded there were chosen 
those who were trained in Kaiserswerth, 
Germany, and in the Mary J. Drexel 
Motherhouse in Philadelphia to be the 
pioneer deaconesses in this new institu- 
tion. These six deaconesses were con- 
secrated in October 1895 in First 
Church, Baltimore, and became the 
nucleus of the large body of women 
to be trained and go out from this in- 
stitution as the years passed. 

As the first plans were made for the 
service which deaconesses of this new 
center would render, naturally they 
were guided by the forms which had 
been followed by the deaconesses al- 
ready at work for many years in other 
sections of the church. Nursing was the 
very first of the activities of these new 
sisters, and the records we find at this 
time of review reveal many expressions 
of the blessing and far-reaching in- 
fluences resulting from the service of 
many of our deaconesses in this field. 


Parish Work Given Priority 

However, the guiding principles of 
adaptation to the American pattern 
brought immediate changes and adjust- 
ments and the work expanded rapidly 
in many ways. From the beginning the 
General Synod decreed that parish 
work should be one of the specific lines 
of the service of this home. Social 
service needs were felt early in the 
development of the work and church 
institutions of many kinds were soon 
begging for workers. As the years 
passed, the educational program of the 
church developed so rapidly that need 
for specially trained workers was 
pressing and religious education be- 
came one of the major activities of 
these deaconesses. Thus, as conditions 
and needs changed with the years, the 
training and program of this home con- 
stantly readjusted to keep pace with the 
on-going development of the church 
which it was establisted to serve. Thus, 
at the present time, it stands at the 
point of a very earnest study and 
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evaluation of its entire program, seek- 
ing to continue to enforce its old prin- 
ciple to provide the service needed with | 
workers trained and service rendered | 
in the most efficient way possible. 

Another unique point in the program 
of this home has been its policy, from 
the beginning, of extending the oppor- | 
tunity to receive training for special — 
work to young women who, for various 
reasons, might not be able to enter the | 
diaconate. Thus we find, scattered 
throughout our church today, well over 
four hundred trained women workers 
who have been trained in this home, 
serving as pastors’ wives, parish work- 
ers, institutional workers, religious 
educational directors, missionaries, and 
so on through the whole gamut of the 
varied forms of work being carried on 
in the church. Of those who were 
trained definitely for the diaconate, | 
more than sixty are now serving the 
church as deaconesses in many diverse 
fields of labor. Two of the first six dea- 
conesses still live in the home, sharing 
the richness of their experiences of 
fifty years with those who are now in 
active service. 

As the history of this work for these 
fifty years is thus hurriedly reviewed, 
it is impossible to forget the spirit that 
lies at the very root of it all. The mo- ] 
tivating spirit, at whatever point this |} 
work is touched is “service in Jésus’ |] 
name.” The results of the service could ]] 
be given by innumerable quotations, ]} 
were there time for such, but only two } 
will be suggested. Significant words | 
come from a young man in whose home | 
one of these early deaconesses nursed | 
as he made his contribution to the. 
scholarship fund of the anniversary: 
year. He said: “My knowledge of the: 
wonderful work the nursing Sisters are. 
doing dates to your first entrance into) 
our home and the great feeling of calm-. 
ness, relief and security for the whole: 
family which came with you.” Another 
instance is related by one of our pas-. 

(Continued on page 17) | 
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HAPPENINGS IN THE HOME 


TEMPER IN CHILDREN 


@ I have been very much impressed by 
the changes which take place in my little 
boy from one hour to another. He may be 
quiet, agreeable, docile for a good part of 
the day. But as soon as he is stopped from 
doing something or is in any way irritated 
he gets “fighting mad.” It appears that all 
his training in politeness, courtesy, self- 
control, kindness, and orderliness are lost 
in a moment. But again an hour later he 
is a well-behaved angel. I see the same 
sort of thing happening in grown-up peo- 
ple. I am wondering how deep into hu- 
man nature any kind of training actually 
penetrates. Human beings seem to act a 
lot like animals. 


THERE are numerous points at which 
human beings are like the animals, but 
there are also mighty differences. Do 
not be influenced by one to the neglect 
of the other. 

In animal life the innate drives to 
action and the emotions are the most 
powerful determiners of behavior. The 
training of wild animals is dependent 
almost entirely on developing fear of 
the trainer and respect for him. The 
“social nature” of animals is nothing 
more than a herding tendency. There 
is no spiritual or moral side to their 
make-up, as there is no esthetic phase 
and very little that is mental. Reason 
is very weak. Memory seems to be of 
individual experiences. Much of what 
seems to be memory is survival of feel- 
ings crudely associated with events or 
persons. 

The animal’s training can be only 
superficial, and it is easily thrown off. 
Man seems to throw off his cultural 
achievements readily too, but training 
and refinement go much deeper. He 
has power to think, to suspend judg- 
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ment, to use imagination, to suppress 
feelings, to aspire to the better things, 
to sacrifice present advantages for the 
sake of later benefits, to choose ration- 
ally, to appreciate things that are fine, 
to be aware of the spiritual and to allow 
it to guide his life. Man is pre-em- 
inently spiritual. As he improves, his 
crude outbursts and violence decrease, 
while spiritual life rises higher. 


THE LESS ATTRACTIVE CHILD 


@ There are four children in our family, 
two boys and two girls. Anna, eight years 
old, is the older girl and the second oldest 
of the children. Ever since she was five 
years old she has taken an unfriendly at- 
titude toward the other children. She is 
always ready for an argument, and often 
for a fight. She resents any success that 
her brothers and sister achieve; and they 
are coming to take somewhat of an un- 
friendly attitude toward her, though they 
have been very patient for a long time. 
She is less attractive than the other chil- 
dren, and she is jealous of their success in 
school, for she has not done so well in her 
classes. We are embarrassed by this situa- 
tion and are wondering how we can bring 
about the kindly, pleasant character in our 
family circle that we should like. We have 
tried to appease the girl but with slight 
success. 

THERE are various causes for such 
problems. Your statement about the 
girl’s unattractiveness and poor school 
work seems to furnish a clue. You have 
probably been playing up the other 
children to Anna’s disparagement. Be- 
gin to celebrate her little successes, help 
her to be more attractive, do not ex- 
aggerate your recognition of the other 
children. Results may come slowly, 
but keep at such a program and I be- 
lieve you will get results. Do not be- 
come discouraged at slow progress, 


MODERN ART SERVES THE CHURCH 


E. E. KEISTER, Virginia Editor and Publisher, Proves Worthiness of 


Display Ads to Win Attention 


Mr. E. E. Kester, editor and pub- 
lisher of the Northern Virginia Daily, 
Strasburg, Va., is a member of the 
ULCA Board of Social Missions. 

In recent years he has had increasing 
concern for the 27,000,000 American 
children and youth under 24 years of 
age who are without religious training 
or loyalties. 

The war years have given him an op- 
portunity to observe at close range the 


E. E. Keister 


power of advertising. He is the press 
chairman of the Virginia War Finance 
Committee, chairman of the Maryland 
Press War Finance Auxiliary, repre- 
sentative of the West Virginia Press 
Advisory Committee on War Finance. 
As such, it was his responsibility to 
solicit and schedule, with the aid of six 
salesmen for whom he was responsible, 


U. S. Treasury War Bond advertising © 


for the newspapers of Virginia, Mary- 
land and West Virginia. 

All this adds up to his starting a 
“Support the Church” series of weekly 
advertisements. Taking a leaf out of 
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the treasury department’s book, he has 
employed the most superior modern 
advertising techniques. Photographic 
illustrations, layout, typography and 
copy are of the best. His sense of timing 
is good also. The messages which the 
high days in the life of the church and 
nation have for the unchurched are 
pointedly stressed. 


Mr. Keister has not watered down his | 


Christian testimony in order to gain 
popular favor for his series. His pur- 
pose is to interpret the church in the 
very best light and to drive home the 
truth contained in the message which 
appears prominently in every layout: 


THE CHURCH FOR ALL... 
ALL FOR THE CHURCH 


The Church is*the greatest factor on | 


earth for the building of character and 
good citizenship. It is a storehouse of 
spiritual values. Without a _ strong 
church, neither democracy nor civ- 
ilization can survive. There are four 
sound reasons why every person 
should attend and support the Church 
of his choice. They are: (1) For his 
own sake. (2) For his children’s sake. 
(3) For the sake of his community and 
nation. (4) For the sake of the Church 


itself, which needs his moral and ma- | 


terial support. Plan to go to Church > 
on Sunday. 


Interpreting the underlying purpose > 
of this venture Mr. Keister has said, “A | 
logical way to reach the great mass of | 
unchurched people is through timely 
messages appealingly presented in the 
public press. A close study of the ads) 
will show that they are prepared espe- | 
cially for the secular press, that their 
approach is affirmative, and that the 
illustrations and stories have human 
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in any man’s life. 
creating of a home 


home. 


of couples indifferent to the teachings of the Church. 


within you by the teachings of the Church. 
pace 


When the joyous wedding bells ring out they announce the hap- 
piest day in any woman’s lile, and they also mark the proudest day 


The woman is happy because she is setting her eager lace defi- 
nitely and with gracious finality toward her divine destiny—the 


The man is proud because he is soberly shouldering the responsi- 
bility which, in turn, makes up his divine destiny—the keeping of a 


Marriage is a sweet yet sacred thing. The wedding ring is a 
symbol of eternity, of undying love and affection. Living together in 
holy wedlock as man and wife is mankind's noblest privilege. 

Today thoughtful people are disturbed because many marriages 
end in separation and divorce. Inquiry into social standards the 
country over plainly shows that marriages of couples with close 
church affiliations end much less frequently in divorce than do those 


If you would make your marriage secure, strengthen it with love, 
with an understanding of the rights of each other, and lay the foun- 
dations of your home with the cement of a God-fearing faith nurtured 


interest in them. Through this series 
of ads we are trying to sell the Amer- 
ican people on the idea that while the 
average American youth has had ade- 
quate physical and mental culture, 
great masses of them have had prac- 
tically no spiritual development. De- 
mocracy is dependent upon good cit- 
izenship. Our people must go back to 
and rely upon the church if our demo- 
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cratic structure of government is to be 
maintained.” 

The outreach of this project in its 
first year has been impressive. Interest 
in it is already continent-wide. Mr. Wil- 
liam M. Hiester, president of the Potts- 
town, Pa., Mercury, has said that no 
promotional or advertising project 
which his paper has undertaken has 
produced such prompt, enthusiastic and 
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sustained responses as has the “Support 
the Church” series. Business and in- 
dustrial interests in that locality have 
been so much impressed by the oppor- 
tunity presented by the new church 
page that they have supplemented it, 
underwriting the use of the facing page 
by a different congregation each week. 
The Rev. Luther A. Krouse, pastor of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Potts- 
town, says that the attendance at serv- 
ices for the month immediately follow- 
ing the introduction of these ads was 


SHORT AND OUTSTANDING 


Michigan Synod's Approval of Projects Made Twenty-fifth 


Anniversary Convention Great 


THE twenty-fifth annual convention 
of the Michigan Synod was held in 
Resurrection Church, Detroit, the Rev. 
R. R. Sala pastor. It was one of the 
shortest conventions in the synod’s his- 
tory; yet history was made at this con- 
vention. It was the first convention in 
twenty years at which two new congre- 
gations were received into the synod. 
They were: Gloria Dei, Detroit, the 
Rev. M. Roderick Anderson pastor, and 
Christ Church, Monroe. The latter 
church was organized by President 
Dieckman and Pastor Hackenberg, 
chairman of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee, on May 13, and was received 
into synod May 14. 

History was also made when Mr. E. 
Irwin, a real estate broker and not a 
member of the Lutheran Church, pre- 
sented synod as a gift a plot of ground 
250 x 600 feet, surrounded by a boule- 
vard for parking, on Grosse Ile. The 
Home Mission Committee was empow- 
ered to make a survey of this territory 
and to determine the prospects for 
founding a congregation and erecting 
a church. 

The devotional services at the open- 
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the highest in about twenty years—and 
this in spite of the fact that the congre- 
gation has almost 300 men and women 
in the armed forces. 

One of the more recent endorsements 
of the project has come from Dr. Robert 
Searle, secretary of the Greater New 
York Federation of Churches. He com- 
mends the “dignity, vital substance and 
attractiveness” of the ads. 

Members of pastoral associations in- 
terested in this new publicity medium 
should write directly to Mr. Keister. 


By PAUL W. DIECKMAN 


ing of each session were a real inspira- 
tion to the large number of delegates 
present. C. F. Stickles, D.D., preached 


Rey. Paul W. Dieckman, 
re-elected president of the 
Michigan Synod 


the opening sermon, which was followed| 
by the Holy Communion. Other preach- 
ers at these included the Rev. T. F.. 
Weiskotten, the Rev. George E. Schu- 
chard, the Rew: L. F. Gunderman, and| 
President Dieckman. The theme of 
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these sermons was based on “The Peace 
of God” (Phil. 4: 7). 

The official representative of the 
ULCA was Paul H. Krauss, D.D., pas- 
tor of Trinity Church, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., who most ably presented the 
causes of the Church. Rees Edgar Tul- 
loss, D.D., represented Wittenberg Col- 
lege and Dean E. E. Flack Hamma 
Divinity School. Frank F. Secrist, D.D., 
presented the cause of Oesterlen Home 
for Children, and the Rev. Harvey 
Clark the American Bible Society. 


Complete Co-operation Approved 

The Michigan Synod approved a plan 
of complete co-operation with the 
American Lutheran Church, the Aug- 
ustana Synod, the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church and the Suomi Synod, in the 
raising of funds to proceed with the 
projected student center plans at the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, 
and at Michigan State, East Lansing. 
These plans call for the establishment 
of a student center-parsonage and the 
calling of a full-time pastor for Lu- 
theran students at the University of 


Michigan, and the building of a chapel- 
student center-parsonage at Michigan 
State. These two projects will cost ap- 
proximately $85,000. 

Synod also approved a recommenda- 
tion made by the Home Mission Com- 
mittee, to request the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions to supply a full-time syn- 
odical Home Mission Supervisor, in or- 
der properly to cultivate the large home 
mission territory in the Michigan 
Synod, for which this body will co- 
operate with the Board of American 
Missions to the extent of assisting in the 
payment of the supervisor’s salary. 

Reports showed that Lutheran World 
Action and all apportionment offerings 
were over the 100 percent goal. Con- 
gregations have been substantially re- 
ducing their indebtedness, and Hope 
Church and Olivet, both of Detroit, 
have become free of indebtedness. 

Officers elected are: President, the 
Rev. Paul W. Dieckman, $.T.M.; vice- 
president, C. F. Stickles, D:D.; secre- 
tary, the Rev. C. M. Alexander;, treas- 
urer, Mr. C. E. Carlson; statistician, 
the Rev. L. F. Gunderman. 


FAR-REACHING RESOLUTIONS — 


lowa Synod in 9Ist Convention Gave Consideration to 


lowan and ULCA Enterprises 


In convention assembled at Sioux 
City, Iowa, April 23-25, the delegates 
adopted the following: 


Resolved: 
1. That in view of the fact that the 


church today is challenged by revolution- 


- ary, but commendable, trends in the field 


. of higher education, the Synod of Iowa ap- 


point a committee of three to inform the 
neighboring ULCA synods and the ULCA 


| Board of Education of willingness to” con- 


sult with them to determine a future 
policy in all such matters, including the 
new building programs of institutions; ad- 
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By F. D. BOLDT 


visability of mergers; delegation of certain 
powers to central agencies such as the 
ULCA or the National Lutheran Council; 
and the co-ordination of work among stu- 
dents under the direction of the National 
Lutheran Council. 

2. That the Iowa Synod Executive Com- 
mittee inform the ULCA Executive Com- 
mittee that the Iowa Synod favors the re- 
organization of ULCA boards by merger 
and consolidation. 

3. That the Iowa Synod express to its 
former president, Leland H. Lesher, D.D., 
and his family, its sympathy in the loss of 
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their son, David, and to Chaplain A. W. 
Gruhn, in the loss of two brothers, all in 
the service of our country. 

4, That appreciation be expressed to the 
Sioux City congregation and its pastor, to 
Dr. C. B. Foelsch, and to the synodical 
officers and the convention chaplain for 
their contributions to the success of the 
convention. 


The synodical contribution to the sup- 
port of Western Seminary was in- 
creased to $2,000, but action on the 
recommendation for the erection of a 
chapel at that institution as a memorial 
to Dr. Holmes Dysinger, was deferred. 
Dean T. D. Rinde made a strong appeal 
for more earnest effort in recruiting 
men for the ministry, and reported on 
the successful Life Service Retreat held 
at the seminary last fall. 


It Did Not Work 


Several across-the-state delegates 
who had attended the Iowa Brother- 
hood meeting held the day prior to the 
opening of the synodical convention, 
conceived the idea that if the sessions 
continued an hour longer on the first 
day, and opened a half hour earlier the 
second, the meeting of synod could be 
adjourned a half day earlier, and said 
delegates could make such train con- 
nections as would enable them to get in 
a full day’s work on Thursday. With 
reluctance, synodical officials agreed to 
give it a trial. But it did not work. 
Business was hurried; discussion on 
important matters was curtailed; Dr. 
Foelsch was cut out of one of his sched- 
uled speaking periods as ULCA repre- 
sentative; the across-the-state dele- 
gates did go home a half day sooner; 
Dr. Ralph Livers, chairman of the com- 
mittee on reference and counsel, found 
it necessary to count noses to be sure 
that a quorum was present at the ses- 
sion on the closing afternoon; the host 
pastor and congregation, especially 
those who were giving time in conven- 
tion service, had their plans upset; and 
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the convention did not adjourn until the 
time originally scheduled. Quoth dele- 
gates concerning streamlining, “Never- 
more!” 

The convention opened at 4 P. M,, 
April 23, with the Communion Service. 
W. A. Voss, D.D., pastor loci, was lit- 
urgist. The sermon was preached by 
the Rev. F. R. Ludwig, Postville, on the 
topic, “Everything Is God’s”; and the 
Sacrament was administered by the 
pastor loci, assisted by President E. A. 
Piper, D.D., and R. W. Livers, D.D., 
Council Bluffs, synodical president and 
vice-president, respectively. 

After the opening devotions by the 
convention chaplain, the Rev. H. M. 
Henriksen, President Piper officially 
opened the convention for business at 
9.30 A. M., Tuesday. The Rev. W. E. | 
Kmet of Davenport was appointed sec- 
retary pro tem, when it was announced 
that the synodical secretary, the Rev. 
R. M. Krueger, was expecting a call as 
a Navy chaplain. 


Officers’ Reports 

Roll call showed 19 lay and 28 clergy 
delegates present. 

The President’s Report listed his ac- 
tivities during the year and made ref- 
erence to the splendid financial record |] 
of 1944. He recommended services of | 
prayer and thanksgiving at the end of 
war, loyal support of Lutheran World 
Action, and 100 percent payment of ap- 
portionment, including the special for 
1945. 

The report of Treasurer John L. 
Berger, Cedar Rapids layman, showed | 
1944’s total receipts of more than. 
$50,000, or nearly $15,000 ahead of 1943. 
This included receipts of more than 
$30,000 on the budget, or 84 percent; 
nearly $10,000 for Lutheran World 
Action; and $10,000 plus for specials. 

Statistician M. E. Lesher of Clinton 
reported that membership figures had 
reached an all-time high with a bap- 
tized membership of 26,396, a confirmed 
membership of 18,102 and a communing 
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membership of 11,446. His figures also 
indicated that the decline in Sunday 
school membership is apparently at an 
end, with substantial gains shown for 
both 1943 and 1944. Congregational in- 
debtedness declined nearly 50 percent, 
or $58,992. 

The report of the Committee on 
Young People’s Work, presented by the 
chairman, the Rev. W. E. Kmet, and the 
report of the Luther League president, 
Miss Helen Duncan of Fairfield, in- 
cluded announcement of plans for a 
Luther League Bible Training Camp at 
Clear Lake, Iowa, August 13-18, with 
Richard Johannesen of Davenport as 
director. All financial objectives of the 
Luther League were met in full. 

O. W. Ebright, D.D., superintendent 
of Tabitha Home, appealed for support 
of a plan for the establishment of a 
Home for Crippled Children at Tabitha. 
Delegates voted to urge congregations 
to give serious consideration to sup- 
porting this plan. 

Dr. Erland Nelson, president of Car- 
thage College, spoke earnestly on the 
importance of Christian education, and 
reported that approximately $120,000 
had been committed on the new Men’s 
Dormitory project. 

The report of the Iowa Lutheran 
Welfare Society, an organization sup- 
ported by five Lutheran synods in 
Iowa, each with three Board represen- 
tatives, showed that 477 children were 
‘assisted by the society during 1944, 
more than $23,000 expended in that 
work, and in sponsoring chaplaincy 
work at the Iowa State Training School 
for Girls, Mitchelville, and the State 
Hospital. for Epileptics and Feeble 
Minded, Woodward. Plans have also 
been completed for such work at the 
State Hospital at Independence. The 
executive secretary, George Westby, 
addressed the convention. 


Seneral Activities 
Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., D.D., 
resident of the Theological Seminary 
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at Chicago, Ill., ably represented the 
Untited Lutheran Church in America. 
That his contribution to the synodical 
convention was highly appreciated is 
evidenced by the statement of one lay 
delegate that “his addresses should 
have been recorded so that they might 
have been heard by all Iowa Synod 
congregations.” That attitude was typ- 
ical of lay and clergy delegates alike. 

The following officers were elected: 
President, E. A. Piper, D.D., Fairfield; 
vice-president, Jerome Miller, D.D., 
Burlington; secretary, the Rev. D. M. 
Funk, Muscatine; treasurer, John L. 
Berger, Cedar Rapids; statistician, the 
Rev. M. E. Lesher, Clinton; historian 
and necrologist, W. H. Blancke, D.D., 
Newton. 

The invitation of the congregation at 
Muscatine to hold the 1946 convention 
of the Iowa Synod in that city was 
accepted. 


1895-1945 | 


(Continued from page 10) 

tors who had a young man come to him 
several years ago with a request to be 
taken into the church. When asked 
what had influenced him to take this 
step he replied: “One of our dea- 
conesses talked to me many years ago 
about it in such an earnest way that I 
have never been able to forget it.” Let 
each reader form his own conclusion as 
to the ultimate results of this service in 
the Kingdom of God here in the world. 
To the deaconesses who have been 
privileged to be used in such service the 
results are joy unspeakable and “that 
peace which passeth all understanding.” 

The church is today pleading for 
workers as never before. There are 
needs all around us that are serious and 
pressing. The deaconesses who rejoice 
in these fifty years of service at this 
time, would add their voice to that of 
the church and beg of the splendid 
young womanhood of the church to 
hear and answer the call. 
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Exemplary in Plans and Performance 


Pennsylvania Ministerium Hears Encouraging Reports and 


Directs Advancements 


By WARREN C. HEINLY, Chrm., Publicity Committee 


STRENGTH: for the postwar task of the 
Church was the keynote at the 198th 
annual convention of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States 
held in historic Trinity Church, Read- 
ing, May 16-18. 

Out of the privations and suffering 
and destruction and death of six years 
of warfare, Dr. Fischer told the clerical 
and lay delegates participating in the 
Communion Service, must come not 
only a solemn resolution that these 


Young men who will enter upon 
work in the Ministerium 


Exec. Director of Lutheran 
World Action, R. H. Long, 
addresses remarks to: 
(first row) Asst. Director 
Paul C. Empie, Chaplains 
G. S. Rees, and Edwin W. 
Andrews; 

(back row) Service Center 
Pastor Claude E. Schick, 
Chaplain Ira Fritz, and Service 
Center Pastor Fred Smith 


things shall not happen again, but a 
serious effort to bring that to pass. In 
that task, he warned, the Church must 
share. | 
i} 
President Fischer Sees Postwar Activities | 

In his annual report to synod, the} 
president said there was evidence of 
“an enlarging vision of the Church’s 
work and of a sincere determination to 
measure up to the larger task.” Speak- 
ing gratefully of the service being ren-} 
dered by members offi 
the Ministerium -serv-} 
ing as chaplains in the} 
armed forces, he said 
the Church is not un 
mindful of its respon 
sibility to them. Point 
ing out that they nee 
feel no great conce 
for the future, he said} 
it will be the privilege 
of the Church to re 
ceive them back agai 
and incorporate the 
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in its ongoing life. He spoke of the 
missions that will have to be rehabil- 
itated after the war and warned that 
“even at home there have been serious 
dislocations which only the rigorous 
discipline of the Christian conscience 
will be able to overcome.” The task at 
home is to overcome the moral laxity 
and spiritual apathy to which many 
have succumbed in time of war, said 
the president. 


Benevolence Report Encouraging 

The Rev. Earl S. Erb, secretary of 
benevolence, reported that the $450,311, 
or 83 percent of the apportionment 
which was contributed for the benev- 
olent work of the church at large, was 
the highest percentage ever raised; and 
that 271 of the 601 congregations had 
‘ raised their apportionment in full or 
exceeded it. The average gift last year, 
i however, represented only $16.57 per 
. member. To April 30, he said $129,989 
of the 1945 apportionment had been 
raised, a 10 percent increase over the 
amount reported at the same time last 
year. The membership of the Min- 
isterium also increased during the year: 
1.2 percent of the baptized membership, 
to reach 329,341; 1.7 percent of the con- 
firmed membership, to reach 231,374; 
and 1.8 percent of the communing 
membership, to reach 164,314. Sunday 
school enrollment dropped from 112,398 
to 110,164 but weekday school enroll- 
ment increased from 11,653 to 12,917. 

The Ministerium adopted a budget of 
$158,460, including appropriations of 
$28,000 each for Muhlenberg College 
and the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
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Dr. P. N. Wohlsen, 
Rev. Karl S. Henry, 
Dr. W. A. Fluck 
and 
Mr. G. F. Hellick 
talk over the 
mission situation 


at Philadelphia. The one larger grant 
of $29,500 was for the Board of Inner 
Missions. 


Boundary Line Given Another Chance 

Constitutional amendments to fix 
boundary lines between the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod and the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania, defeated at the 
1944 convention, were reintroduced by 
the executive committee so that an- 
other vote might be taken at the 1946 
meeting of the body. It was pointed 
out that last year only 60 percent of 
the voting members of the Ministerium 
participated in the action with 22 per- 
cent of the qualified delegates opposing 
the amendment and 38 percent favoring 
it. The vote next year, according to the 
recommendation of the executive com- 
mittee, would be by secret ballot. If 
adopted, the line of demarkation would 
become effective in 1948, the year in 
which the Ministerium will observe its 
200th anniversary. 

A clear mandate to open Muhlenberg 
College to women students—probably 
in 1948—was given when the conven- 
tion unanimously voted to assume the 
financial responsibilities involved in 
such a program. The action authorizes 
the officers of synod to begin gathering 
the $400,000 fund that college officials 
estimate will be necessary to inaugur- 
ate the program. The president of the 
Ministerium was directed to present the 
appeal particularly to the women of the 
church, and authorization was given to 
begin designating funds “for the educa- 
tion of women at Muhlenberg College.” 

(Continued on page 48) 
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ON THE PATH TOGETHER 


Northwest. Synod Holds One-day Convention in Which Good News 
Traveled from Parishes to Participants 


STREAMLINED down from three days to 
one day, the fifty-fifth annual conven- 
tion of the Synod of the Northwest was 
held in beautiful Lake of the Isles 
Church, Minneapolis, May 15, when the 
clerical and lay delegates gathered as 
guests of the gracious Pastor and Mrs. 
William Passavant Christy and their 
people. 

Preaching at the opening Communion 
Service, R. H. Gerberding, D.D., pres- 
ident of the synod, declared, “My thesis 
is that the work of the synod is a walk 
with Christ, and that we can see Him 
in the very things that we talk about. 

“A synod is an ecclesiastical body 
that constitutes a church. It is a path 
or a way together. It is a way together 
with Him who is the Way, the Light 
and the Truth. As the honest men of 
Emmaus walked with Christ their talk- 
ing with Him put their reasoning on a 
sound basis. Jesus coming near them 
ended their arguing, and deep in their 
souls they began to know the meaning 
of the words, ‘Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things?’ 

“There is no promise in God’s rev- 
elation that our work will be an un- 


FACULTY AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF NORTHWESTERN SEMINARY 


By GEORGE B. McCREARY 


broken progress of success. We may | 


expect hindrances, but none of ours 


will be as great as His. I marvel not | 


at the impediments, but that God cares 
for a world like this. God’s grace is the 
thing at which we should marvel. Let 
us give all honor and glory to our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and go forward on 
the way with Him.” 


The Time is Now 

George W. Miley, D.D., president of 
the Ohio Synod, representing the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
spoke inspiringly and helpfully at the 
morning session, declaring, “This is the 
day of opportunity for the Lutherans 
of America to support Christ’s work as 
it has never been supported before.” 

The Rev. W. H. Clement, president 
of the Western Conference, conducted 
the memorial service in the early af- 
ternoon at which John F. Fedders, 
D.D., delivered a beautiful tribute to 


the memory of the Rev. H. W. Saeger, | 
and at which Charles L. Grant, D.D., |} 


paid eloquent tribute to the memory 
of John I. Meck, D.D. 
The elections indicated the loyalty 


Front row) Jonas H. Dressler, J. K. Jensen, W. P. Christy, Paul H. Roth, Fred Mueller, Paul Huffman 
Second row) J. J. Raun, Arthur L. Grede, A. A. Zinck, R. H. Gerberding, Milton Haker, 
H. T. Rasmussen, A. C. P. Hays, W. H. Gable, George B. McCreary, M. K. Knauff 
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Synodical and 
Seminary Treasurer 
Jensen, Seminary 
Board President 
W. P. Christy, 
Seminary 
President P. H. 
Roth, Synodical 
President 


R. H. Gerberding 


and devotion of the members of the 
synod to its leaders. President Ger- 
berding was elected for his seventh 
three-year term. Mr. J. K. Jensen, 
treasurer, was re-elected after having 
served continuously for thirty-four 
years. William F. Bacher, D.D., secre- 
tary and elder statesman of the synod, 
was elected for the sixth three-year 
term. 


Higher Averages in World Action 


Lutheran World Action was empha- 
sized, and reports indicate an increase 
in giving for this cause. The United 
Lutheran Church apportionment has 
been paid in full this year, and total 
benevolence giving increased from 
$210,653 in 1943 to $243,112 in 1944, a 
percentage gain of 15.4. The percent- 
age of confirmed members communing 
increased from 80.6 to 81.3. 

Mr. Charles A. Gottschalk, synodical 
statistician, stated, “Sunday school en- 
rollment in past years showed a de- 
clining tendency, but 1944 shows a sub- 
stantial increase (1,057, or 6.6 percent). 
The large reduction made in church 
indebtedness, 23.5 percent, is note- 
worthy.” 


Three Congregations Welcomed 


Three new congregations were re- 
ceived into synod: Elm Dale, Minn., or- 


| ganized in 1872, the Rev. Wylock J. E. 


= 


Scott pastor, by honorable dismissal 
from. the United Danish Synod; St. 
James, Savage, Minn., developed by the 
Rev. James R. Sonnenberg and organ- 
ized February 25, 1945, under the lead- 
ership of Seminarian Donald E. Wag- 
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ner; and St. Timothy, Menasha, Wis., 
with 264 confirmed members, organized 
March 11, 1945, under the leadership of 
Synodical Missionary Dwight H. Shel- 
hart. 

During the past year more than half 
of the congregations increased the sal- 
aries of their pastors; 12 percent being 
the average increase. Five congrega- 
tions added free parsonages; 108 con- 
gregations reported 8,422 men and 338 
women in eur country’s service. There 
are 202 gold stars; 17 pastors are serv- 
ing as chaplains. 


Achievement Most Thrilling 

The Rev. H. T. Rasmussen, synodical 
stewardship secretary, reported, “The 
outstanding thrill of the eventful year 
of 1944 was the meeting of our ULCA 
apportionment in full. Our hope is that 
God will continue to increase our sense 
of stewardship through the years until 
all the spiritual needs of this tired, 
troubled world are met.” 

The Rev. John P. Shannon, synodical 
youth and Christian education secre- 
tary, visited 53 churches in the interest 
of the youth program, and added the 
issuance of a bi-monthly paper for 
youth leaders to his many other duties. 


Placement of Chaplains 

The Executive Committee of synod 
took action to work out plans for the 
placement of pastors who have been 
away serving as chaplains. 

President Gerberding in his report 
as home mission superintendent an- 
nounced the calling of still another mis- 

(Continued on page 31) 
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MUSINGS OF A 


GROWING WEATHER—Mrs. Lathrop agrees to help 


“Moruer,” Joan roared from the 
kitchen door. “Mother, Mrs. Benson’s 
here to see you.” 

Joan straddled the kitchen doorstep, 
nonchalantly swinging the screen door 
back and forth. Apparently she had 
never been instructed not to let the 
flies into the house either. My look of 
disapproval, which should have frozen 
her in her tracks, aroused only a mild 
curiosity. 

“What’s the matter, Mother? Why 
are you looking like that?” 

“T’ll talk to you later, Joan. Did you 
ask Mrs. Benson to sit down?” 

“Oh, I forgot about that. She’s in the 
hall.” 

“Joan! When I’ve told you so often 
about welcoming visitors and making 
them feel at home.” 

“Well, Mother; when Mrs. Milland 
came the other day and you were out, 
I told you I put on as much airs as I 
could. You didn’t like that. You said 
I should act natural. Then when I do 
act natural—.” 

In spite of my wrath, I smiled. Being 
natural without rudeness and courteous 
without “airs,” is an art many adults 
never master. 

I was still smiling as I greeted my 
visitor. 

“You’re looking cheerful. I wish I 
felt as happy as you look.” 

“A minute ago I was glaring at my 
daughter for her bad manners in not 
asking you to sit down. Come sit down 
where it’s cool. Although I must ad- 
mit I enjoy seeing you blow off steam 
a bit. You are usually so calm, I didn’t 
realize you could be so ruffled.” 

“T am ruffled. Somehow I’ve acquired 
the reputation for being efficient and 
getting things done, and now I’m con- 
stantly finding myself in the most em- 
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MINISTER’S 


WIFE. 


barrassing situations.” Her easy laugh- 
ter showed how far she really was from | 
real embarrassment. 

“I begin to think there’s a catch in > 
this.” 

“There is. I confess it frankly. I’m) 
hoping you’ll get me out of this one. | 
As though I hadn’t been silly enough 
when I agreed to drive with our Red 
Cross unit to the hospital this morning, 
I promised to serve at the Women’s 
Club tea this afternoon.” 

“That does make a full day.” 

“It certainly does. Almost anyone | 
would have known that anything more | 
would create a disaster. That is, anyone 
but me.” 

“I know you don’t want me to drive. |f 
And you don’t want me to help at the} 
tea. It’s something else. Don’t tell me. 
Let me guess. I’d think it must be 
something to do with the Luther League }} 
party this evening, except that I know} 
you are not in on that.” 

“You mean, I wasn’t in on that. Mrs. 
Gerber volunteered, when Mrs. French 
asked for someone from the Ladies’ Aid] 
to advise and help the young people.|} 
Then last evening she decided shelf 
wouldn’t be up to it and called me.|} 
Having nothing else to do today, Ij 
jumped at the chance to take her} 
place.” 

“You didn’t!” 

“Well, perhaps I didn’t exactly leap 
at the opportunity; but having no more 
backbone than a caterpillar, I did say 
I would do it.” 

“But how can you?” 

“That’s not what’s bothering me. 
could do all three things today without} 
too much effort.” | 

“Perhaps I’m a bit dull today, but 
don’t see what’s worrying you.” 

“I hadn’t come to that. Here’s the 
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trouble. My husband has been work- 
ing so hard and so late that I’ve rather 
stopped considering him in planning my 
time. Weekdays, Sundays and holidays 
are all the same to him. Even when he 
comes to church Sunday morning, he 
usually goes right to the plant after- 
wards. If I didn’t fill up my time with 
a lot of worth-while things that I thor- 
oughly enjoy, boredom would sneak up 
and grab me. So, asI said, I plan ahead 
without consulting my husband very 
much. Imagine my surprise and delight 
when he informed me this morning that 
he’d had his secretary get us tickets for 
the concert in the city. Then I remem- 
bered the party. And here I am.” 

“Hoping Ill say that Ill take your 
place?” 

“No, hoping that you'll think of 
someone whom I could ask to take my 
place. You have so much to do I don’t 
want you to undertake one more thing.” 

“Nonsense. Where does everyone 
get the idea I’m too busy to help in a 
pinch? As a matter of fact, I was go- 
ing to the party anyway. Mark is in the 
Intermediate League now, and Joan 
just loves an excuse to hang around. 
So I thought I’d go over. Helen Forbes 
has invited some of our young people 
who’ve never shown much interest in 
the League, but who used to come to 
the Youth Center before it passed on. 
Jerry thinks that the church should 
make a very natural and much more 

purposeful Youth Center than the one 
run by the town. That was purely and 
simply recreational. Jerry thinks—and 
of course he’s right—that young people 
want something more.” 

“Certainly they do. I think it’s sin- 
ful the way we expect young people to 
do nothing but have a good time until 
suddenly we demand that they take on 
jobs that would stagger adults.” 

“My husband and Helen have had 
their heads together, mapping ouf a 
program.” 

- “Did I hear that Helen was going to 
become a deaconess?” 
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“So far she’s only thinking of taking 
the course for church secretaries which 
is being offered at the Baltimore Moth- 
erhouse.” 

“With her pep and enthusiasm and 
attractiveness, she’d delight some con- 
gregation as secretary. or as deaconess.” 

This is quite off the record, but I 
think that when she has lived with the 
Sisters for a while, and when she sees 
the need for consecrated women in 
many lines, she may feel that she wants 
to take the extra step. At present I’m 
sure it is our fruitless search for a 
qualified church secretary that has 
made her realize the need in that di- 
rection.” 

“She’s the sort of girl who responds 
to an obvious need with, ‘Perhaps I 
could do it.’” 

“That sounds like you.” 

“T hope she never gets into the snarls 
I get into. But to come back to tonight; 
you are sure you don’t mind taking my, 
or rather Mrs. Gerber’s, place?” 

“I’m sure I don’t.” 

I walked out on the porch with Mrs. 
Benson. As we chatted there, I was 
almost sure I saw Mrs. Haines on her 
porch across the street. Returning to 
the welcome coolness of the house, I 
wondered whether she had satisfied her 
curiosity about Mr. Flint. I recalled my 
conversation with Jerry on the subject 
with a smile. 

“So Mrs. Haines is worried about her 
new neighbor’s husband and she thinks 
I may be able to shed some light on the 
subject? I’m afraid she wouldn’t think 
me very efficient about calling on new 
people. I seldom get their life history 
on the first visit.” 

“I don’t suppose she expected that 
much. She just thought the fact that 
there are no pictures of the gentleman 
and that Mrs. Flint has never men- 
tioned him seemed strange, and that 
you might have learned something 
when you called.” 

“If I had, I’m afraid I’d have to keep 
it to myself. I might not tell even you.” 
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PARENTAL MUSTS in Adolescence 


ETHEL B. WICKEY Recommends Understanding, Guidance and | 
Christian Standards for Effective Training | 


It was disclosed in one of our large 
city newspapers April 4, 1945, that 
7,800 children from 6,900 families were 
reported as delinquents for the twelve- 
month period ending March 31. Half of 
the complaints were for illegal absences 
from school for three or more days, 
with a third of these attributed to 
parental neglect or indifference. Others 
were listed as automobile theft, bur- 
glary, hold-ups, various types of steal- 
ing, running away, ungovernableness, 
incorrigibleness, traffic violations, 
drunkenness, and begging. 

Today, the delinquent adolescent is 
on the doorstep of the delinquent par- 
ent. Many parents are delinquent be- 
cause they do not know how to meet 
the problems of their youth. They do 
not know how to train a child in the 
way he should go, What, then, are some 
of the basic requirements? 


Understanding 


“Parents aren’t fair,” complain teen- 
age boys in an article by Grace Turner, 
in This Week Magazine, March 4, 1945. 
“Parents—especially mothers—do not 
organize chores. They don’t think a 
boy’s time is valuable. They don’t co- 
operate in working out a fair timetable 
for work they want done.” 

“Parents aren’t fair,” complain teen- 
age girls in conference with a domestic 
counselor. “My parents think I’m a 
‘bobby-sock’ girl even though all my 
girl friends wear silk hose.” “Boys 
won’t dance with me at the High School 
Club because my parents won’t let me 
wear lipstick; so I put it on after I get 
on the bus for school.” “My parents 
don’t understand that a girl must have 
some spending money, so I ‘snitch’ 
some.” “My parents won’t let me go to 
the movies; so I skip school.” “I can’t 
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have any dates at home, so I go to my 
girl friend’s house.” “Mother talks on 
the telephone for an hour to her friends, 
but I am limited to ten minutes when 
my friends call.” 

There is nothing more devastating to | 
an adolescent than to feel he is a social 
outcast. To lack popularity in the 
group, to be oddly dressed, to be treated | 
as a child, to feel inadequate, uninter- 
esting, unattractive, snubbed, and awk- 
ward are crushing experiences. 

Parents must face these experiences 
—for they are real to the adolescent— 
with sympathetic understanding. Where 
there is ideal comradeship between 
parent and child, the child will bring 
his hurts and disappointments home for 
healing. Nothing is more important 
than to face these experiences frankly 
and honestly with the child now. 

If the child is unpopular in the group, 
try to determine why. Does he have 
objectionable habits, an ungovernable 
temper, physical uncleanliness, an over- 
sensitive nature, a selfish spirit, a bad 
disposition? Then work with your child] 
to overcome this lack. Make a game out) 
of it. Check carefully each night t 
see if the child has improved. Give him] 
every possible encouragement. At th 
same time have the child check on you 
weaknesses. If you treat your adoles- 
cent youth as a babe-~in-arms, stop it!) 
Treat her as an individual within her 
own rights. Silk hose and lipstick are 
not immoral. Neither is a good movie 
a curse. Ask much of your adolescent 
youth, expect much of your adolescen 
youth, and in most instances you will 
not be disappointed. 


Guidance | 


An adolescent youth asked her 
mother at the beginning of Holy Week 
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if she thought it would be all right to 
go with a date to a movie Good Friday 
night. The mother replied, “I will be 

_in my church on Good Friday after- 

noon thinking through the agony and 
_death of my Lord on the cross. I am 
quite sure I could not go to a movie 
that night. As for you, I think you will 
have to decide for yourself. You, too, 
are one of His followers and belong to 
His church.” Nothing more was said 
about the movie, but that night the fol- 
lowing comment was overheard on the 
telephone, “I’ve thought it through, and 
I don’t believe I’ll feel like a movie 
on Good Friday.” The movie date was 
set for the week after Easter. 

The parting words of a mother to the 
escort of her daughter one evening as 
they were leaving the house, were 
these, “I never worry when my daugh- 
ter is in your company. I know you are 
a chivalrous young man and that you 
will protect her from every danger. 
Always remember my daughter is my 
most cherished possession.” The youth 
replied, “Thank you for your confi- 
dence; I’ll remember.” He did. 


Financial Confidence 

A father placed a check book in the 
hand of each adolescent youth he sent 
- off to college. He said, “Each year you 
are in college I will deposit $1,000 to 
your account. You must pay your own 
bills and take care of all your expenses 
' for that year. If it is not enough, you 
’ must draw on your savings account or 
earn more. If you have anything left 
' over it is yours.” There was always a 

nice balance. 
’ Parents must guide the adolescent 
‘child. The best results are not often 
‘obtained by dictation and much talk. 


It gives him a challenge which he 
usually meets. 

‘Whatever method or methods you use 
in guidance, always stay on the sideline 
and umpire the game. Youth likes to 
show the world he can make a home 
run. He is not unlike the mature man. 


Christian Standards 

As important as it is for the parent to 
understand sympathetically the prob- 
lems of the adolescent youth and guide 
him in his decisions and responsibil- 
ities, it is not enough. Parents must 
demand that Christian standards be 
maintained at work, at play, and in 
worship. 

An adolescent girl in college who 
spends her leisure time working for 
sixty cents an hour in an office, sent 
ten dollars home to her pastor to be 
placed in a fund for needy students. 

A group of adolescent girls visited a 
Children’s Hospital once a month and 
distributed oranges to the colored and 
white children in the wards. They also 
took leftover Sunday school papers. 

An adolescent boy placed an alarm 
clock in a desk at school and at a given 
time the alarm sounded. The teacher, 
much angered, demanded that the cul- 
prit confess at once. For a moment 
there was silence, then a youth arose 
and said, “Sir, I did it.” He was asked 
to stay after school. The teacher said, 
‘T admire you for your honesty and 
courage; there will be no punishment.” 
Smiling, he patted the youth approv- 
ingly. 

Truthfulness must be maintained at 
any cost. Faithfulness to responsibil- 
ities at home, at school, and at church 
must be insisted upon. Co-operation 
with man and God for the common 


good of the community must be com- 
mended. Generosity of money, time, 
and talent must be given unselfishly. 

These qualities built into the adoles- 
cent youth today will make a strong 
Christian tomorrow. Parents dare not 
fail their youth! 


‘Often the most fruitful method is by 
being an example to your child. Or it 
may be if your child realizes that you 
trust him implicitly to do the thing 
which is honorable and right, he will 
not betray that trust. Youth likes re- 
‘ sponsibility with a definite assignment. 
June 6, 1945 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


“CHILDREN’S DAY” SUGGESTIONS 


Read I John 3:14-18 and Mark 10:13-16. 

WHEN asked how he raised such good 
sheep a farmer answered, “I always 
take good care of the lambs.” Jesus said 
to St. Peter, “Feed my lambs.” If we 
take good care of the children of the 
church, we may expect to have good 
adults. On “Children’s Day” in the 
Sunday schools emphasis should be 
placed on the way of salvation, the 
value of spiritual development through 
Bible study and character cultivation, 
and the preparation of youth for the 
shaping of the future home and state. 
The present period of history is indeed 
children’s day—in the making of to- 
morrow. 


Lo, children are a heritage of Jehovah. 
Psalm 27:3. 

Bre GRATEFUL FOR CHILDREN. “Daddy, 
do it again!” cried the little fellow in 
glee as his father tossed him into the 
air and returned him safely to the floor. 
Sad is it that too often the implicit faith 
of childhood is later undermined when 
the strong arms are found to be un- 
trustworthy and when confidence is 
crashed by the hard realities of par- 
ental failings and family discords. 
Hasty marriages and divorces may 
seem to the alarming number of ill- 
matched couples as legitimate and war- 
ranted, but the children are the dis- 
illusioned victims. Created marvel- 
ously and given as a trust from a loving 
heavenly Father, each child should be 
considered “a heritage of the Lord’— 
deserving of the constant care and af- 
fection of both parents. Their united 
love, centered in the children as their 
hope and later mainstay, should out- 
weigh all considerations which might 
tempt to sever the marital relation and 
destroy the home. 
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—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


From a babe thou hast known the 
sacred writings which are able to make | 
thee wise unto salvation through faith | 
which is in Christ Jesus. II Timothy 3:15. 


INSTRUCT IN THE ScriIpTuRES. St. Paul 
trusted Timothy implicitly because he — 
knew the latter’s family background. 
From babyhood he had been brought 
up religiously and had been taught the 
Scriptures by his grandmother, Lois, 
and his mother, Eunice. In marked 
contrast Jeremiah lamented concerning 
the faithless children of Israel, “The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are on edge.” No more 
sweetening influence and saving power 
can be induced into the heart and mind 
of your offspring than the inspired 
Word of Scripture. Don’t leave its 
teaching to the Sunday school and 
catechetical class. “Bring your chil- 
dren to the Bible school and church 
services; don’t send them.” As pleaded 
Moses concerning study of the Scrip- 
tures: “Thou shalt teach them dil- 
igently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thy 
house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, andj 
when thou risest up.” 


He took them in his arms, and blessed 
them, laying his hands upon them. Mat- |] 
thew 10:16. 


SEEK Curist’s Buirssinc. “My son, | 
give me thine heart,” urged the. wise || 
though truant Solomon Religion grips: 
the heart more readily than the head. || 
Jesus won the little children, and) 
through them their parents, by love. 
The contact of His Spirit in Baptism) 
gives life and salvation. His Word and: 
Sacraments bring a blessing to all who 
are encircled by His love. Neglect no 
to have your children baptized an 
confirmed, and go with them regularly: 
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to worship and commune. Gain Christ’s 
blessing, and be yourself a blessing. 
There would be fewer juvenile delin- 
quents if parents themselves were not 
delinquent. 


Return, O backsliding children, saith 
Jehovah. Jeremiah 3:14. 

SavE FROM Bacxks.ipinc. “If some 
people get to heaven the way they are 
facing they will have to do a lot of 
running backwards,” said someone. The 
aged apostle John referred to his dis- 
ciples as “my little children,” and his 
oft-repeated message to them was, 
“Love one another.” He was concerned 
constantly over the danger of their 
backsliding. “My little children, guard 
yourselves from idols”; “My little chil- 
dren, let no man lead you astray.” In 
spite of the efforts of good parents, 
some children still become delinquent. 
The love of father and mother, com- 
bined with the love of Christ, is the 
surest preventive and remedy. The law 
tries to reform; the gospel regenerates 
by filling the heart and life with the 
positive force of the Holy Spirit. 


My little children, let us not love in 
word, neither with the tongue; but in deed 
and truth. I John 3:18. 

Let Love Rute. “Nature abhors a 
vacuum.” A vacant head and an empty 
heart invite equally to sins of omission 
and to subservience to evil influences. 
Love is the positive force that casts out 
selfishness and bickerings from the 
home and pushes thence into society at 
large to create harmony and _ hinder 
strife. The building of a better world 
must begin with the building of better 
youth. It is the task of the church more 
than it is of the state. Love is mightier 
than artillery. Its jet propulsion drives 
compellingly to deeds of kindness— 
among the widowed and orphaned, the 
needy and distressed, and in helpful 
ministration to all mankind. 


Atmicuty and Everlasting God, Who 
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dost will that not one of these little ones 
should perish, and hast sent Thine Only 
Son to seek and to save that which was 
lost, and through Him hast said, Suffer 
the little children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of God: Most heartily we be- 
seech Thee so to bless and govern the 
children of Thy Church, by Thy Holy 
Spirit, that they may grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of Thy Word; protect 
and defend them against all danger and 
harm, giving Thy holy Angels charge 
over them; through Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, our Lord. Amen. 


Pioneers in Deaconess Work 

(Continued from page 2) 
ity have been a constant source of in- 
spiration to Sisters and students, as 
well as to the many to whom they min- 
istered as nurses and parish dea- 
conesses, not to. mention the host of 
people who have touched their lives in 
various ways. 

Sister Sophia, as Directing Sister 
from 1903 to 1932, had the privilege of 
seeing the work to which she was giving 
her all expand from year to year. To- 
day, she reaps the appreciation of a 
grateful Sisterhood, student body and 
church for the noble service she so 
freely and gladly rendered. 

Sister Magdalene, a member of the 
Motherhouse corps of workers for 
thirty years or more, has also had a 
far-reaching influence. The Sisters and 
other young women who have gone forth 
from the Motherhouse Training School 
to serve the church at home and abroad, 
have carried with them her spiritual 
impact upon their lives. Many are the 
letters received by her which express 
their appreciation. 

So to our faithful pioneers go our 
heartfelt thanks and high tribute; and 
to God, not only our thanks, but our 
praise for having raised up from among 
the women of the church such standard 
bearers of a great and noble cause. 
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leross the Dosh 


AMONG our sympathies for things and 
occasions often ignored, maltreated, 
and misused, is that member of the 
punctuation family which “indicates 
the smallest interruption in the con- 
tinuity of thought or sentence struc- 
ture.” We have in mind the lower por- 
tion of a semicolon, that is, the comma. 
Our contacts with this aid to correct 
understanding of an author’s ideas as 
presented by script and print have led 
to the fear that the comma is on its way 
out. It is said to have ceased to be in 
the schools where the correct use of 
punctuation marks is presumed to have 
a high place. 

An occurrence reported as happening 
recently at the San Francisco Confer- 
ence emboldens us to make the above 
declaration: the statement was pub- 
lished that a somewhat serious dis- 
agreement occurred between the Rus- 
sian and the British-American repre- 
sentatives which disappeared when a 
comma was removed from the para- 
graph under discussion. And by the 
way, among the 106 sections devoted to 
punctuation by an authoritative Man- 
ual of Style, twenty-seven are under 
the subdivision dealing with the comma. 
This proportion should be of interest 
to high schools and business colleges. 


PASSING THE BATON 


Mucu is in the public press and in 
other media of communication which 
rests on the relationships of the present 
generation to those to whom future re- 
sponsibility will pass. Obviously the 
ideals of church and state, family and 
school, are involved. 

Were we undertaking to picture this 
situation, we would choose the spec- 
tacle of a college relay race. The track 
is the scene of the race. The con- 
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testants are four “track men” who have 
been trained over months of time. The 
tensest moments in the event occur 
when each runner comes within ten 
feet of the starting mark, and “passes 
the baton” to the succeeding member 
of the relay. There are strict rules that 
govern this part of the race, and in 
addition is the ambition of each runner 
to do his part at. his highest possible 
speed. To attain his individual ob- 
jective, he must gauge his pace, keep 
in the lane assigned to him, and hand 
his baton to a successor who is already 
in motion and facing ahead. 

Some of St. Paul’s words which are 
part of his second letter to Timothy can 
be relevant to the situation which con- 
fronts Christians, both individually and 
in our churches. It is a true simile that 
our older generation is approaching its 
follower with intense seriousness, with 
definitely declared purposes and with 
the equivalent of the runner’s baton in 
hand. For what better replaces the 
willow tube of the athlete in the great 
games than the scrolls that issue from 
conferences now engaged in earlier 
preliminary negotiations? Can these 
deliberations be maintained until the 
hope of some can become the convic- 
tions of all? Shall we be able to give 
to the next generation what fell to the | 
ground at Versailles, a statement of | 
principles and a way of energizing their | 
adoption, that will be the true reward | 
of those who have given their all in| 
the contest with selfish, ruthless de- | 
fiance of God? Much depends on the | 
backing by individuals of our men in | 
San Francisco now and elsewhere. 


THE CAUSE OF THE MONTH 


Tue first page of this issue will make 
apparent to our readers that the Dia- 


The Lutheran 


conate is the ULCA’s assignment to its 
members for the month of June 1945. 
It is Tue LuTHeERAN’s pleasant duty to 
carry to the Baltimore Motherhouse of 
Deaconesses, the gratitude, congratula- 
tions and good wishes of the churches 
on the occasion of the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of that great institution. 

Sisters Sophia Jepson, Magdalene 
Kasewurm, and Lucy Eyster, whose 
pictures are on page one, were among 
those who entered the service in 1895: 
Sister Lucy died last year; Sisters 
Sophia and Magdalene, now retired from 
active service, are resident in the Bal- 
timore Motherhouse. Sister Sophia’s 
ability to knit has enabled her to devote 
more than 3,000 hours of time to 
needlework for those in the armed 
services, with whom she makes con- 
tacts through the Red Cross. At this 
year’s commencement of Gettysburg 
College the degree of L.H.D. (Doctor 
of Humane Letters) was conferred 
upon her. The church unites in the 
prayer that the peace that passeth un- 
derstanding may be with these devoted 
women for the remainder of their 
earthly pilgrimage. We thank Him sin- 
cerely for the divine grace manifested 
by their ministry of mercy. 


THE CALL OF THE HOUR 

One of the indirect effects which this 
present World War has generated has 
been a more sharply defined survey 
and analysis of the relation of women 
in the economic world. Not only has 
there been the disappearance of the 
three-fold classification of duties of 
women, for which Emperor Wilhelm II 
of Germany is held responsible; namely, 
“Church, children and kitchen (house- 
hold),” but the so-called weaker sex 
has demonstrated at least emergency 
ability to take on men’s jobs, even 
where the operation of intricate ma- 
chinery was required. 

We are not here concerned with the 
sociological effects of this changed 
status of women but with the altera- 
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tions, if any, which have followed their 
numerous addition to the “gainfully 
employed” portion of our population. 
It can be said without fear of disproof 
that they have made good, even in 
heavy industries. 

Probably the economic world will 
reclassify men and women on the prin- 
ciple of the survival of the fittest, but 
the Church must present to its mem- 
bers implications in the situation which 
are “religious”; that is, there are ob- 
ligations which are derived from crea- 
tion and others which have to do with 
the duties to our Lord. 

The Church cannot advise women 
who are physically capable of becom- 
ing the mothers of children that they 
are free under normal circumstances 
to exchange domestic activity for par- 
ticipation in “gainful employment.” 
The responsibilities of sex are the 
Creator’s provision: they are priorities 
in every kind of social organization. 
It is time also to emphasize the fact 
that our Lord’s revelation of the divine 
will for man approves marriage and 
makes it the medium for virtue and 
the rearing of children. 

Under such priorities, the Church is 
not free to advise its members to enter 
upon careers of which celibacy is an 
essential factor. The conclusion which 
is apparently widely current among 
women at this time, that they are free 
to avoid marriage in the interest of a 
career, cannot be approved. It does not 
harmonize with the primary obligations 
of sex nor with the higher type of obe- 
dience to their Lord and Saviour. We 
dissent from the teaching of Roman 
Catholicism, which places monastic 
vows on a higher level than family life. 
We do, however, recognize situations 
in which the ministry of mercy can be 
chosen as a full-time vocation under 
the guidance and with the blessing of 
our Lord. The Diaconate has a place 
in the economy of the Kingdom of 
heaven in its earthly form. Concerning 
this claim we shall write next week. 
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“How Laymen Help to Evangelize” 


Under Guidance of Evangelist Carlson, a Program of 


Visitation Was Realized 


Tue three churches of Concord, N. C., 
St. James, S. W. Hahn, D.D., pastor; Cal- 
vary, the Rev. G. B. Goodman pastor; and 
St. Andrew’s, the Rev. L. C. Bumgarner 
pastor, were recently directed in a pro- 
gram of evangelism by Oscar W. Carlson, 
D.D., director of evangelism of the Board 
of Social Missions. 

If there was one outstanding thing about 
the work during the week, it was that our 
laymen have a very definite part to play. 
The idea was destroyed in the minds of 
those taking part that they could not go 
out and witness for Jesus and win souls 
for the kingdom. Very few Christians, 
after being properly educated and in- 
structed in the work, cannot do this work 
most effectively. 

In our program at Concord about fifty 
people participated. We had a joint meet- 
ing of the three congregations on Sunday 
night, at which time a real challenge for 
evangelism was given. Monday night there 
was an instruction meeting for the work- 
ers. The following three nights the work- 
ers were sent out for interviews. 

The report of this first night and the fol- 
lowing nights revealed that the workers 
enjoyed the greatest experience of their 
lives. To hear the reports, made one re- 
alize that there is real joy in witnessing 
for Christ. 

There are always people who are waiting 
for the simple invitation to come to church 
and are always ready to hear what Christ 
has meant to others. They are eager to 
find and receive the same blessings. Sev- 
eral interviews will give us some idea of 
the challenge that is before the church. 


For Example 

@ A mother with three small children and 
the father in service was finding it most 
difficult to give the children the advantages 
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they should have. When asked about the 
children and the Sunday school the reply 
was that they did not have clothes. Be- 
tween the mother and the interviewers ar- 
rangement was made to have clothing fur- 
nished, and that someone would call for 
them Sunday morning. Thus they were 
brought into the church and to Christ. 


@ A young man -and his wife had for 
many years neglected Christ and the 
Church. The wife in youth united with 
the church, but the husband had no church 
connection. He admitted that he had lived 
a rather rough life and had even served a 
prison term. When he was invited to come 
to church, he said that the church would 
not want him, and that the people of the 
church would not want to associate with 
him. The two interviewers convinced him 
that he was wrong, and that the church 
and its people would gladly acept him. 
Both signed cards to come. 


@ A father, mother and three small chil- 
dren were without any church connection, 
except that two of the children go to Sun- 
day school occasionally. Because of con- 
ditions in the home at the time of the visit, 
an interview could not be made. When 
told that they would return, the father 
said, “Do come back, for we want to talk 
with you about coming to church. We want 
to get started with our children.’ This 
was an example of people waiting for the 
invitation of the church. 


Results 

During the three evenings seventy-four 
visits were made interviewing 106 people. 
There were fifty-six written decisions to 
attend the pastors’ heart-to-heart talks 
each Sunday morning for six weeks, look- 
ing forward to church membership. Thir- | 
teen letters of transfer were received and — 
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thirty-two children brought into Sunday 
school. - 

These people are now being instructed 
by the pastor through an adult catechetical 
class each Sunday morning on the Chris- 
tian Way of Life and Church Membership. 

The pastors of Concord have been so 
pleased with the work that they are plan- 
ning permanent programs in their congre- 
gations. Also, they are planning another 
united effort during Social Mission Month 
this fall. Advice to other congregations is: 
“Tf you have never put on an intensive 
and instructive program of evangelism we 
suggest that you try it. Your people can 
do it and you get results.” 


On the Path Together 


(Continued from page 21) 


sionary pastor; the man chosen being 
senior seminarian Milan E. Swasko. 

The Committee on Social Missions rec- 
ommended the establishment of homes for 
the aged in each of synod’s three confer- 
ences, the establishment of a home for 
unmarried mothers in Wisconsin, and the 
formulation of congregational plans to aid 
returning service men and women in get- 
ting proper employment. 


Student Center Purchased 

The Rev. Paul L. Wetzler, chairman of 
the Committee on Lutheran Students in 
Non-Lutheran Institutions, reported the 
purchase of a $19,000 Student Center to 
serve the needs of the 1,600 Lutheran stu- 
dents at the University of Minnesota. A 
student house was purchased last August 
to help carry on the work at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin at Madison. 


Northwestern Seminary's Silver Jubilee 
Apparently the streamlined convention 
met the needs of synod about as well as 
“K” rations meet the needs of service men. 
When the laymen’s seven o’clock banquet 
celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the founding of Northwestern Lutheran 
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Seminary got under way, Toastmaster 
W. D. Morton, Synodical Treasurer J. K. 
Jensen, Pastor Lyle C. Burns and Semi- 
nary President Paul H. Roth transformed 
the humdrum routine of eating and speak- 
ing into a refreshing feast of wit and in- 
spiration. 

President Paul H. Roth has been the 
head of Northwestern Seminary for ten 
years and a member of the faculty for 
twenty-five years. Pleading for more men 
for the ministry, Dr. Roth said, “You will 
never see the day in our time, or in any 
foreseeable generation, when there will be 
too many men in the ministry. Only the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ offers life and hope 
to the world. What we need is great 
preachers of the Gospel—men of faith and 
character. The Gospel must always be 
first.” 

To express their affection for Dr. Roth, 
the congregations of synod surprised him 
by giving him a check for $1,280. When 
all gifts are in, the amount will exceed 
$2,000. 


Five Gerberdings in Navy 

As he came home at the end of the first 
day of his seventh term as synodical pres- 
ident, Dr. R. H. Gerberding realized that 
it was the eighteenth birthday of son 
Philip, the fifth son in the Gerberding 
family. Before sitting down to Philip’s 
birthday dinner party, Dr. Gerberding 
went to the front window and added the 
fifth star to the family service flag. Pres- 
ident and Mrs. Gerberding—Philip now 
having been sworn into the Navy—have 
five sons in the service, all in the Navy. 
Lieutenant Commander James is away in 
the Southwest Pacific. Chaplain George 
is at Norfolk. Lieutenant David is flying 
a Navy fighter. Cook Milo is off at sea. 
Daughter Mary Ann and youngest son 
Danver are at home. Being only twelve, 
Danver keeps his nautical skill keen by 
fishing the waters of Lake Minnetonka, 
and the northern Wisconsin lakes where 
the muskellunge battle with daring 
fishermen. If the war lasts, Danny will 
get to be an admiral. 
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From Mother Church, 
Minneapolis, to Messiah 


Church, Denver 
Pastor Lyle Burns Goes Westward 


AFTER serving St. John’s Church, Wash- 
burn Park, Minneapolis, for eight and a 
half years, the Rev. Lyle C. Burns preached 
his farewell sermon May 26, and will be- 
come pastor of Messiah Church, Denver, 
Colorado, as of July 1. 

St. John’s, Minneapolis, will be remem- 
bered by the delegates to the last United 
Lutheran Church convention as the church 


Rev. Lyle C. Burns 


where the opening service of the ULCA 
Brotherhood convention was held last fall. 
This historic church proudly bears the title 
of the “Mother Church of English Lu- 
theranism in the Northwest.” Organized 
by George Henry Trabert in May 1883, 
St. John’s was the first permanent English 
Lutheran congregation to be established 
in the vast territory northwest of Chicago. 


Accomplishments in Eight Years 
Outstanding growth, both internal and 

external, has marked the pastorate of Pas- 

tor Burns at this church. During this pe- 
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St. John's Church, Washburn Park, Minneapolis 


riod 1,087 new members have been re- 
ceived into adult membership, The net | 
growth has been’ from 503 communing 
members in 1937 to 1,125 as reported at the 
end of 1944. Confirmed membership has 
increased from 689 at the beginning of the 
pastorate to over 1,300 at the present time. 

Each year of the past eight has marked 
an increase in apportioned benevolence, 
climbing steadily from $726 in 1936 to 
$4,800 in 1944. A burdensome debt of 
$56,000 eight years ago has been reduced 
to $12,000 with every indication of a mort- 
gage-burning ceremony by the end of the 
present year. A special mortgage reduc- 
tion campaign using the slogan, “The last 
dollar of debt paid before the last servicee 
comes marching home,” resulted in the 
payment of $25,000 since Easter 1944, 

A complete glazing of the nave with 
stained glass windows of antique material 
and mediaeval construction at a cost ex- 
ceeding $11,000 has been accomplished 
since 1937. That St. John’s recognizes that 
the heritage of tradition also carries with | 
it a corresponding responsibility for the | 
future is attested by the fact that a fund | 
for the erection of a much needed parish 
house after the war has already passed | 
$12,000. Among notable achievements of 
the past few years has been the erection 
of a substantial parsonage of American > 
colonial design, a half block from the 
church which is located on Nicollet Ave- 
nue at 49th Street. 

The reason Pastor Burns has given as 
one of his considerations in leaving this — 
large, historic congregation in Minneapolis 
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for a much smaller congregation in a nu- 
merically weaker section of the Church 
was stated when he addressed Messiah 
congregation as follows: “The one factor 
which attracted me to Messiah Church was 
not your numbers, nor even the superb 
climate for which your city is noted; but 
I felt sympathetic to Messiah Church from 
the start because of the remarkable benev- 
olent spirit of your congregation. I note 
that although not the largest church in the 
Rocky Mountain Synod, you are regarded 
as the leading benevolence congregation in 
your synod. Coupled with the fact that 
the Rocky Mountain Synod ranked Num- 
ber One among all the synods of the ULCA 
in per capita apportioned benevolence last 
year, this gives Messiah a distinction of 
largeness of spirit which cannot be denied. 
Your record of $1,168 for Lutheran World 
Action in 1944 is certainly outstanding for 
a congregation of 352 communicants.” 

Dr. Wilson P. Ard served Messiah for 
sixteen years, leaving Denver for Trinity 
Church, Hagerstown, Md., in 1941. His 
successor, the Rev. Charles P. Epple, left 
Denver last month to serve with the Red 
_Cross in overseas work. 


St. Luke’s Church, Chicago, 
Burns Mortgage on 45th 
Anniversary 


Tue burning of its mortgage at the morn- 
ing service June 3, symbolizing freedom 
from debt for the first time in its history 
was the great moment in the forty-fifth 
anniversary celebration of St. Luke’s 
Church, Chicago, Ill., of which E. F, Val- 
bracht, D.D., is pastor. 

The church has been a veritable “rock 
of ages” in the Logan Square community, 
keeping pace with that area’s remarkable 
growth and standing out as a vital force 
for good in the neighborhood. 

Organized June 1, 1900, with eleven 
charter members, the church has grown 
to a membership of 850 and today ranks 
third in communicant membership in Chi- 
cago. Its debt during the darkest hours 
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of the depression stood at $70,000, and it is 
a praiseworthy achievement of the con- 
gregation to have cleared this in so short 
a time. 

Dr. Valbracht has labored diligently and 
well in inspiring the members to accom- 
plish this goal. He is a native son of Logan 
Square and of St. Luke’s Church, having 
been raised in the same block where the 
church stands. He was the twelfth mem- 
ber to be received into the church, and un- 
der the inspiration of the first pastor, the 
Rev. M. E. Haberland, answered the call 
to the gospel ministry. A graduate of Wit- 
tenberg College and the Lutheran Semi- 
nary at Maywood, Ill., Dr. Valbracht was 
ordained in his church on June 13, 1915. 
In 1921 he was called to St. James Church 
in Logan Square, and March 27, 1927, was 
called to serve as pastor of the merged con- 
gregation of St. Luke’s and St. James 
when Pastor Haberland died. The extra- 
ordinary growth of the congregation since 
that time is a tribute to Dr. Valbracht’s 
zeal, energy and inspiration. 

The church has approximately 150 young 
men and women in the armed forces and 
auxiliary organizations, and just recently 
suffered its first gold star. 

St. Luke’s Church is an outstanding ex- 
ample of what can be accomplished from 
a simple beginning. Starting in a store in 
1900 with a loan of $2,500 from the Mis- 
sion Committee, its members have built 
three churches, culminating in the pres- 
ent magnificent edifice valued at $100,000 
and completed in 1926. 

To celebrate the forty-fifth anniversary, 
the church has planned an extensive pro- 
gram over a period of three weeks. Activ- 
ities will include a banquet, a service in 
the original church, the main service at 
which the mortgage will be burned, and 
“Old Timers’ Night.” June 10 the congre- 
gation will celebrate the thirtieth anni- 
versary of Dr. Valbracht’s ordination. An 
outdoor service and picnic will be featured 
at a picnic grove June 17. The program 
will close June 24 with a service ded- 
icated to the memory of the members of 
the “Church Triumphant.” 
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25 Years a Missionary 


Dr. Einspruch's Work in Baltimore Receives Grateful Recognition 


APPROXIMATELY 500 friends of Salem He- 
brew Lutheran Mission and of Dr. Henry 
E. Eimspruch assembled at St. Paul’s 
Church, the Rev. Hugo Schroeder pastor, 
to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of Missionary Einspruch. A fine program 
of music and addresses was the order of 
the evening. The pastor loci conducted 
the devotional service. Paul A. Weidley, 
D.D., president of the Board, gave the in- 
troductory address. Lloyd M. Keller, D.D., 
brought greetings from the Maryland 
Synod. The Rev. Rodger M. Singer ex- 
tended greetings of the Lutheran Min- 
isters’ Association. The Rev. Robert D. 
Clare presented Dr. Einspruch with a gift 
of $1,555 from friends of the Mission. 
Oscar Fisher Blackwelder, D.D., delivered 
the main address, stressing the mutual 
help that exists between Jews and Chris- 
tians. He presented his subject under the 
heads of: 1. A sense of Appreciation; 2. A 
sense of History; 3. A sense of Culture; 
4, A sense of Social Responsibility; 5. A 
sense of Missions. A social hour followed 
when the members of the Philathea Class 
of St. Paul’s served refreshments. 

The Rev. Paul Weidley, D.D., president 
of the Board of the Hebrew Mission, the 
Rev. R. D. Clare and the Rev. Charles J. 
Hines were the members of the committee 
on arrangements. They were assisted by 
the Rev. Hugo Schroeder, and the Phila- 
thea Class. This group’s activity in ar- 
ranging the occasion was much appre- 
ciated. 


Of Austrian Birth, America Trained 
Dr. Einspruch was born in what was 
then Austria. He received his theological 
training at McCormick Seminary, Chicago. 
He was influenced by the Rev. Fritz Evers, 
then chairman of the Jewish Committee 
of the ULCA, to give his life to the work 
among the Jews. On coming to Baltimore, 
he was received and encouraged by the 
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late Dr. Foster U. Gift, chairman of the 
local Committee on Jewish Missions, to- 
gether with Pastors Clare and the late 
Samuel McDowell. Dr. McDowell offered 
him office space in the old Sunday school 
room of Third Church, then located at 
Monument and Gay Streets. After about 
one year in Third Church, a storeroom at 
2 North Broadway was procured and Dr. 
Einspruch carried.on his work there for 
nearly two years. Then the office was 
moved to 1503 E. Baltimore St., where it 
now is. 

The work of the Mission was made se- 
cure through the generous gift of $20,000 
of Margaret Mehring of Keymar, Md. The 
Mission invested another $20,000 and ren- 
ovated the property to meet the needs of 
the growing work. The missionary has al- 
ways stressed the dissemination of Chris- 
tian literature. At first the literature was 
in the form of tracts. There appeared in 
the early life of the Mission “Triumph of 
Truth,” “Eternal Problem,” Luther’s Small 
Catechism in Yiddish, “Studies in the New 
Testament,” Translations of Matthew, 


Mark, John, James and a 200-page book on | 


“When Jews Face Christ.” 
“The Mediator,” 
evangelism which continues and has been 
in circulation for eighteen years. 


Then came 


| 


a newspaper form of | 


Yiddish-English Literature 


In 1935 the first edition of the bi-lingual | 


“Hymns of Faith” came off press. In 1936. 
the translation of the New Testament was_ 
completed, but the printing was not com- | 
pleted until 1941. Twenty-five thousand 


copies were printed and that supply is now | 


almost exhausted. It required about seven- 
teen tons of paper to print this New. 
Testament. 

It was then that the missionary became 
a printer. He procured a monotype of) 
Hebrew and Yiddish composition, the only, 
one in the hands of Christians. In 1939 Dr. 
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Einspruch published the Gospel of Mat- 
thew in modern English. Another great 
blessing came to the Mission through the 
legacy of Mrs. Lewis Lederer, who estab- 
lished a New Testament Foundation, now 
worth about $70,000. 

The enlarged hymnal of “Hymns of 
Faith” was published in connection with 
the twenty-fifth anniversary celebration. 
This hymnal consists of 100 hymns in both 
Yiddish and English together with appro- 
priate scripture readings. 

While Baltimore claims the Salem He- 
brew Lutheran Mission and its missionary 
as its own, the work of the Mission has 
never been local. It has been both national 
and international. The Mission, through 
its missionary, has made available the only 
Yiddish New Testament. 

Many sister denominations use the facil- 
ities of the Lutheran Mission in their work 
among the Jews. 

Dr. Einspruch came to Baltimore twenty- 
five years ago. With him came the nucleus 
of the Salem Hebrew Lutheran Mission. 
Many opportunities were offered him for 
other fields of service, but he stayed here. 


Trinity, Rockford, Celebrates 


Golden Anniversary 


Trinity Church, Rockford, Ill., O. Gar- 
field Beckstrand, D.D., pastor, and Hugh 
M. Bannen, D.D., pastor emeritus, recently 
concluded its fiftieth anniversary “Thanks- 
giving Program.” From March 11 to April 
8, prominent preachers and guest artists 
assisted the pastor and congregation in the 
celebration. 

Fifty years ago Dr. Bannen stood on the 
bridge at Rockford, knowing not a single 
soul in the city, praying that God would 
use and guide him in order that a Lutheran 
church using the language of the nation 


might be established in that city. March 


10, 1895, “nineteen plain, praying Chris- 


tians organized a small weak, and uncer- 


| 
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tain congregation. April 1, 1896, Dr. 
Bannen became pastor, and served the 
congregation forty-seven years. 
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The congregation has increased in mem- 
bership each year until at the close of 
1944, Trinity numbered 4,759 baptized 
members, 3,266 of whom are on the con- 
firmed membership roll. During these fifty 
years, $1,034,517.32 has been contributed 
through freewill offerings; $444,295.27 
(about 43 percent) of the total has been 
given for the benevolence work of the 
Church. The enthusiasm, life, and spir- 
itual strength of Trinity were seen on the 
eve of her golden anniversary. At a spe- 
cial meeting the congregation voted to 
build a new church as soon as war con- 
ditions and funds would permit. Their 
present goal is $250,000. 

Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz, president of Get- 
tysburg Theological Seminary, opened the 
anniversary with an inspiring sermon on 
March 11. This anniversary Sunday was 
also highlighted by the ordination of Trin- 
ity’s own son, the Rev. O. Garfield Beck- 
strand, II, assistant pastor of Trinity 
Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. His father 
preached the ordination sermon on “God’s 
Man.” Armin George Weng, Ph.D., D.D., 
president of the Illinois Synod, was in 
charge of the service. 

During the next four Sundays, H. M. 
Bannen, D.D., pastor emeritus; Charles B. 
Foelsch, Ph.D., D.D., president of the Chi- 
cago Theological Seminary; and the Rev. 
W. Carl Satre, son of Trinity and pastor 
of Augsburg Church, Toledo, Ohio, gave 
stimulating messages. The peak of enthu- 
siasm and thanksgiving was shared with 
the Easter joy at the third Easter morning 
service, when more than 2,000 people 
crowded into every available space to be 
led by the pastor in the Resurrection joy. 

The golden anniversary was closed Sun- 
day evening, April 8, with an address by 
and a welcome homecoming for Miss Emma 
Johnson, who had just returned from the 
mission field in India. This was a joyous 
occasion for Trinity; for Miss Johnson was 
confirmed at Trinity. During the twenty- 
one years that she has so nobly served in 
India the congregation has supported her 
financially as well as through their con- 
stant prayers. TRESSLER S, BOLTON. 
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The Twice-born Take Over fy Nathan 72. Melhorn 


Spirit-guided Believers in Christ Establish Kingdom of God 
(Read Luke 24:44-48 and Acts 5:27-42 for Sunday June 17) 


Tue Mississippi River rises from a small lake in Minnesota and through its 2,500- 
mile long channel delivers the rainfall of America’s northern prairies to the sea. In the 
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course of this long journey the waters from numerous tributaries are added, each of | 
which is laden with contributions from its basin, which totals three quarters of a million 


square miles. An observer at any point 
between source and mouth can gaze on 
what is the Mississippi River, but the final 
valuation of this mighty stream can only 
be made below New Orleans. There 
Itasca’s waters reach their destination. 

They with whatever was added become 
available for service. Similarly the He- 
brew people lived through a long career 
which ended when the “fullness of time” 
had arrived. Within a period of almost 
twenty centuries and with accretions of 
law, worship and prophecy, they gave ex- 
pression to a human relationship of whose 
transformation the New Testament records 
the focal date day: it is the Pentecost 
which followed our Lord’s resurrection. 

With broader implications it is also re- 
ferred to as “the fullness of time,” a phrase 
for the use of which we have the author- 
ity of St. Paul. But Jesus Himself in St. 
Luke’s record of His last words, declared 
His fulfillment of laws and prophecies, ex- 
pressed His desire that they should tarry 
a short while in Jerusalem, and then go 
into the world as witnesses of what they 
had seen and heard. (Luke 24: 44-48.) 

His injunctions obviously made a deep 
impression upon them as they listened in 
the Upper Room. Though their group was 
not at first larger than 120; with no hes- 
itation they set about announcing their 
message. Their preaching of repentance 
and remission of sin gave individuals a 
new relationship to God and thus pro- 
duced a new freedom, which we name 
evangelical. The believer was no longer 
under the dispensation of the law and 


36 


traditions. A new way of access to God 
was established. 


Impact on Their Fellowmen 

How a people can be led to misbehave 
under the guidance of false leaders who 
give to false principles a resemblance to 
what is true, needs little proof beyond 
what our own times afford. But Luke in 
his Acts of the Apostles has recorded the 
kind of treatment that was inflicted on 
the disciples of Jesus, when they testified 
that Jesus had proven Himself to be their 
and the world’s messiah. The aid of the 
civil power was enlisted, speakers were 
arrested and imprisoned, among them 
Peter and John. But despite opposition, 
“many of them that heard the word be- 


lieved and the number of men came to be | 


about 5,000.” These were the citizens of a 
spiritual kingdom. 

But the Jewish leaders of that day were 
able to obscure for many the essential 
truth which these first Christians declared. | 


They used tactics that eventually involved | 
them and their country in total ruin, but. 
which had temporarily an appearance of 
maintaining the position of the Jews as a. 
chosen people. But not all those of that. 
day refused to see in the Christian doctrine | 
that which the Jewish Scripture had fore-_ 
told and many embraced the new faith. 


Gamaliel a Neutral 


Among the attitudes which the Acts of | 
the Apostles describes is that of one) 
Gamaliel, a Pharisee and teacher of con- | 
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siderable esteem among the people. He 
advised a policy of waiting. “Let God in- 
dicate whether the evangel which is now 
arousing both loyal acceptance and vicious 
partisanship, is right or wrong. If it is 
right it will prevail. If wrong, it will per- 
ish,” said he. His decision was far from 
the positive one of the disciples for whom 
Peter spoke when he said, “We ought to 
obey God rather than men.” 

There can be no argument with 
Gamaliel’s standard of appraisal. Yet one 
can be justly impatient with folk of his 
kind, who do not place their energy on 


the side of truth, equity and equality. 
Lacking a positive opinion of their own 
there is no alternative for them than 
waiting. But one can think of instances 
when they should have given courageous 
support to the side of the righteous and 
hastened the reign of right. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
June 18-24 

Stephen Helps the Apostles. Acts 6:1-8. 
The Church Grows Larger. Acts 11:19-26. 
Missionaries to the Gentiles. Acts 13:1-3. 
- The Gospel in Europe. Acts 16:9-15. 
Rules for Leaders. I Timothy 3:1-13. 
. Suffering for the Gospel. I Peter 4:12-19, 
Faithful Unto Death. II Timothy 4:1-8. 
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News and Views on the Uniform Lessons 


TopDay we want to vary our story. 
We’ve been telling about the changes al- 
ready made in the Uniform Lessons, and 
why. Now let us tell you some of the 
changes being made now, after approx- 
imately six months of experience with the 
new lessons. Some are simply a return 
to the past. 


Scripture Passages 

The first is like that. Remember! We 
said that the Scripture passage would al- 
ways be printed in the pupil’s books. We 
didn’t say that it would be in the teacher’s 
book. Now we have decided to do even 
that in the Young People and Adult 
Teacher. We don’t see the reason for do- 
ing it, but it is being done because the 
teachers seem to want it. We don’t see 
why it should be in the teacher’s book 
when it is in the pupil’s book, and the 
teacher has to have the pupil’s book if he 
expects to teach at all effectively, but we 
are here to serve. A whole new page is 
being added to each lesson to get that 
Scripture passage in again. 


Simplification 

The second change is a real change. We 
are doing our best to simplify. We are 
trying to simplify the lesson plan: It 
means that there is less variety, but that 
always happens when you move toward 
regimentation. We are trying to suggest 
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one plan of teaching, That means that we 
will not serve as great a variety of teach- 
ers, but this seems to be the popular de- 
mand. We are also trying to simplify the 
language used in the lessons. Many of our 
teachers have complimented (?) us on 
our use of big words. We shall try to get 
down on the common level. 


An Addition 


The third change is really an addition. 
We are including more life situations— 
stories and examples which attempt to il- 
lustrate the message of the lesson. There 
is a section designed to give teaching 
thoughts for the day, something compar- 
able to the thoughts at the end of this re- 
port. These will help especially the teach- 
ers who lecture, and the classes where it 
is difficult to get discussion or class par- 
ticipation. 

Again! Don’t expect these changes next 
week. They will take six to nine months. 


Teaching Thoughts for June 17, 1945 

1. Be sure that your “church work” is 
work which your church should be doing. 

2. The work of the church is to make 
Christians. Do all of your activities have 
that aim in view? 

3. Confessing that you are a Christian 
requires courage in certain circles today. 
Have you that courage? 

—The Uniform Lesson Reporter. 
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Act from Honest Motives Purely—Matthew 6: 22-24 


Motives are what move us to any act. 
We may not understand them and we may 
proclaim motives that are not honest mo- 
tives. In fact, we are constantly trying to 
fool others and ourselves as to the reasons 
for our acts. The real reason why we do 
anything is the motive.: 

Our last week’s topic gave the basic 
motive for all Christian action—love. 
Where love is found, there the fruits of 
love will grow. Love is the supreme mo- 
tive for the Christian life. Taking that 
for granted, we will lay emphasis on action. 


The Test 

The test of religion is not in its creeds. 
This is not to despise creeds, or in any 
way to detract from their importance. The 
Christian life has to begin with a creed. 
The trouble is that so often it ends with a 
creed. 

Nor is. the test of religion in its rituals, 
its forms of worship. “The artistic Greeks 
and the arrogant Romans were little af- 
fected in their lives by their creeds or their 
worship,” writes a historian. 

Isaiah, speaking for God, made the same 
charge against his people. “What unto me 
is the multitude of your sacrifices? Bring 
me no more vain oblations! ... Your new 
moons and your appointed feasts my soul 
hateth; they are a trouble unto me; I am 
weary of hearing them! Wash you, make 
you clean; put away the evil of your do- 
ings from before my eyes; cease to do evil; 
learn to do well; seek justice, relieve the 
oppressed; judge the fatherless; plead for 
the widows.” Centuries later Jesus faced 
the religionists of His day and said, “Not 
everyone who saith unto me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven...” and 
“Why call ye me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not 
the things that I say?” 
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“Will it work?” is the question every 
inventor must face as he shows his blue- 
prints. No matter how well the sketches 
are drawn, or how logical the theories, 
proof lies only in demonstration. The 
beauty of the sanctuary, the harmony of 
the music, the loudness of the recitation 
of the creeds—all- these must find their 
test in action. What happens after serv- 
ice? Are men more Christ-like in their 
homes, in their factories and stores, in 
their schools and recreation? 


A Last Chance 

There is agony in the voice of the world 
today as it looks at the church and asks, 
“Will Christianity work?” Every other 
means of creating a warless world has 
failed. Diplomacy, education, economics, 
scientific invention—all these have prom- 
ised much but left the world essentially 
the same. Pride and envy still rule! Chris- 
tianity looks like the last chance for a 
surviving civilization. It is up to us Chris- 
tians to show in our own lives that Chris- 
tian love produces Christian action. 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan wrote, “The 
men who are hindering the coming of the 


kingdom today are not the men outside | 


| ! 
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with their open, raucous blasphemy, but 


the men inside who hurrah for Jesus, and 
applaud the kingdom and say, ‘Blessed is 
he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of 
God,’ and all the while refuse His claim, | 
His call, His ideal, by declining to submit | 
their lives to Him.” That about sums it 
up. 


A Fruitful Faith 

We Lutherans believe that we are saved|| 
by Christ, not by our own efforts. Some- 
times we have been afraid to talk much) 
about Christianity as “a way of life” for 
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fear we might somehow imply that “good 
works” helped to save us. Luther had to 
make his great emphasis on being saved 
by faith ‘alone because the Roman church 
taught salvation by good deeds. Today, 
perhaps, as he looked out upon the church 
he would support the crusade of our social 
missions program with just as great em- 
phasis. He would not soft pedal the preach- 
ing of service as the fruit of faith. The 
present danger of our Church is that we 
neglect the truth that the saved man will 
always be the serving man. Real faith, as 
the honest motive for life, is bound to re- 
sult in action. 

The honor of Christ, whose name we 
bear, is at stake. We are so careful and 
so cautious in our application of Christian 
love to all our relationships, to all our life 


of action. It was Addison who wrote of 
“one long suspected of being a little pious, 
though no one hides his vices with greater 
caution than he his virtues.” Another said 
of a fellow townsman, “If that is a prom- 
inent Christian, give me an everyday 
heathen.” The non-Christian nations look 
to America pretty much in vain, to see 
what a Christian nation might mean. Un- 
til we can make Christianity work in our 
own lives, in our own communities, and in 
our own nation, we have little to offer the 
world as a solution to its troubles. With 
the spirit of the crusaders let us band 
ourselves together to translate our faith 
and our worship into Christian action. 
* * * * 

To Lrapers: Topic date, June 17. Next 

topic, “Trust in God and Heaven Securely.” 


Camp Nawakwa’'s 1945 Program 


A MOST inviting and stimulating program 
has been arranged for the Leadership 
Training Camp, August 20-27, at Nawakwa, 
near Biglerville, Pa., the camp of the Par- 
ish and Church School Board of the United 
Lutheran Church. Outstanding church 
leaders will conduct the hillside services 
and lead pastors’ groups in the morning. 
Among these are Dr. M. R. Hamsher, pres- 
ident of the Synod of Central Pennsyl- 
vania; Dr. Oscar W. Carlson, secretary of 
evangelism; Dr. Franklin C. Fry, president 
of the ULCA; Dr. Paul J. Hoh, president- 
elect of the Philadelphia Seminary; Dr. 
H. D. Hoover, Gettysburg Seminary. 

Courses will be offered in “How to 
Teach the Christian Growth Series” and 
the “Augsburg Series of Sunday School 
Lessons.” The leaders will be experts in 
their fields: Mrs. Paul Keyser, Mrs. Reba 
Alexander, Dr. Paul Keyser, Dr. Earl S. 
Rudisill. 

Other leaders and courses will include 
the Rev. Joseph Frease, executive secre- 
tary of the Luther League of America, 
who will lead a discussion on Luther 
League methods and a two-hour course 
daily on the “Study of Galatians”; Miss 
Isabelle Hoover, who will teach “Mission- 
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ary Education in the Church”; the Rev. 
Paul Keyser, “Growth of Christian Per- 
sonality in Childhood”; Mrs. M. Hadwin 
Fischer, “The Christian Home”; Dr. Rudi- 
sill, “Building a Comprehensive Adult 
Program”; Miss Mary Laird, “My Life 
Work”; Dr. Ernest J. Hoh, “My Christian 
Beliefs”; Dr. Harvey D. Hoover, “Personal 
Counseling” for Parish Workers. 

The discussions of the pastors’ group will 
be “A Pastor Plans His Work,” “Evangel- 
ism,” “The Pastor-Evangelist,” “The Prob- 
lems of Preaching” and “Parish Education 
Plans.” The leaders will be Dr. Hamsher, 
Dr. Carlson, Dr. Fry, Dr. Paul Hoh and 
Dr. Ernest Hoh respectively. 

A special descriptive folder has been 
prepared regarding this camp. Registra- 
tions and requests for information are to 
be directed to the Director of Camp 
Nawakwa, Dr. Ernest J. Hoh, 546 W. Wal- 
nut Street, Lancaster, Pa. The registration 
fee is $3.00 and an additional fee of $12.00 
is payable on arrival at camp. 

The other camps at Nawakwa have reg- 
istrations of 1,300 out of a capacity of 1,400. 
For this reason the age level of Leadership 
Camp has been lowered to sixteen. 

Ernest J. Hon. 
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Evaluation of Clinical Training 


Clinical Pastoral Training. Ed. by Seward Hiltner. 


Federal Council of Churches. 176 pages. $l. 
Twenty years ago Anton T. Boisen, then chaplain at the Worcester State Hospital, 


invited three theological students to spend their summer vacations as student assistants 
at the hospital. Out of this experiment and a similar one at Cincinnati, grew the Coun- 
cil for the Clinical Training of Theological Students. The Council holds that the art of 
ministering to real people in real life situations cannot be learned in the academic 


Commission of Religion and Health. 


atmosphere of a theological seminary, but 
must be acquired in the actual super- 
vised relationship of the student with in- 
dividuals in need. The Council aims to 
provide a sort of “ministerial internship” 
under the direction of experienced hos- 
pital chaplains or training supervisors. 

Leaders in this field met last summer in 
Pittsburgh to evaluate the present status 
of clinical training and plan for increased 
usefulness. Churchmen are under obliga- 
tion to Seward Hiltner for making the 
proceedings of the conference available in 
print. No attempt has been made to har- 
monize conflicting views or minimize ex- 
isting differences. The contributors to this 
volume are all clergymen; some are hos- 
pital chaplains, others theological profes- 
sors or parish ministers. One of the most 
impressive articles comes from the pen of 
an Air Corps chaplain. All authors are 
agreed upon the need for clinical training. 
How it can best be fitted into the the- 
ological curriculum, what standards are to 
be set up, what proportion of the training 
should be given to work with the mentally, 
physically, and morally ill, whether train- 
ing should be a part of the general B.D, 
course or a requirement for specialists is 
discussed from many angles. 

The authors have demonstrated beyond 
a doubt that the student who has an apti- 
tude for this type of work, the man with 
the psychiatric viewpoint, will be greatly 
benefited by the training that the Council 
has to offer. Yet it must remain an open 
question at present whether all students 
are adapted for it or well advised to un- 
dertake it. There is a place in the Chris- 
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tian ministry for men with other talents. 
It also occurred to this reviewer that for- 
mal training can be overestimated. The 
service chaplains, by and large, have done 
an excellent job, though very few of them 
had clinical training. This is not said in 
criticism of the program but as a warning 
to think of it as a cure for all the ills that 
beset the church. 

A Lutheran reader will regret the fact 
that not one of the twenty-five papers in 
this book was written by a Lutheran 
scholar. We have, perhaps, been somewhat 
reticent to integrate the insights of the 
depth psychologies into our pastoral meth- 
ods. For four hundred years, however, the 
Lutheran Church has specialized in the 
care of souls; it has pioneered in Inner 
Missions and the institutional ministry. 

Cari J. SCHINDLER. 


Explaining Baptism 


The Meaning of Baptism for a Lutheran. By 
A. D. Mattson. Augustana. 24 pages. 20 cents. 
Tuis treatise on the fourth part of the 


Small Catechism emphasizes the fact that | 


the Lutheran view of the sacrament of 
baptism is unique, and differentiates Lu- 
therans from other Christians. 


While baptism is universally practiced | 
by the major denominations of the ‘Chris- | 


tian Church, the author points out that its 
value is often misunderstood. Therefore 
this treatise to clarify its meaning for a 
Lutheran, that in this sacrament a person 
becomes a Christian by an act of God. 
Oxin W. Sink. 
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“The Way of the Translator” 


Dear Editor: 

SINcE many of our pastors, laymen, and 
teachers read the Reader’s Digest, I would 
be pleased to have this letter published 
in Tue LuTHERAN. In the May issue of the 
Digest, page 94, a short paragraph appears, 
entitled, “The Way of the Translator.” The 
paragraph follows: 


“It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God. This 
scriptural saying has been repeated mil- 
lions of times, but it is a mistranslation 
from the original Greek. 

“The idea of a camel going through 
the eye of a needle was striking. The 
Greek original of the Gospel, however, 
merely spoke of the difficulty a rope 
would have in passing through the eye 
of a needle. The Greek equivalent of 
rope is kamilos, but another Greek word, 
kamelos, means camel. The man who 
translated the Gospel into Latin con- 
founded the two words—and from the 
Latin translation his mistake has passed 
into all the other languages of the 
world.” 

—Mazx Nomad in The American Mercury. 


This statement will be spread as far as 
the magazine itself, and therefore deserves 
some attention. The statement is mislead- 
ing and erroneous. What is the evidence 
in the case? 

In the first place, all the ancient Greek 
manuscripts of the New Testament, which 
are now considered by scholars to be de- 
cisive for the genuine readings, have the 
word, kamelos, meaning camel. In Tisch- 
endorf’s Greek New Testament (Editio 
Critica Minor), six manuscripts are espe- 
cially noted, including the famous Sinai- 
ticus and the Vaticanus. All these and 
others have the word kamelos, camel. 
None of them has the word kamilos, rope. 
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Furthermore, the great critical editions 
of the Greek New Testament, now at hand, 
those of Tischendorf, Westcott and Hort, 
Eberhard Nestle—the latter published by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society and 
again by the American Bible Society (six- 
teenth edition)—all agree. 

The standard dictionary of the Greek 
language, Liddell and Scott, supports the 
same reading. In my edition I find: 


“Kamilos, a rope. The word probably 
owes its origin to the well-known pas- 
sage in the New Testament (‘for a camel © 
to go through the eye of a needle’), when 
a rope has been by some thought a more 
likely figure than a camel. But the 
Arabs have a proverb, ‘like an elephant 
going through a needle’s eye,’ and ‘to 
swallow a camel’ is another proverbial 
phrase in Matt. 23: 24.” 


The noted modern translations of the 
New Testament into English also agree in 
accepting the reading, kamelos, and trans- 
late, camel. In this class are the American 
Standard Version, The New Testament by 
James Moffatt, The New Testament by 
Edgar J. Goodspeed, and The New Testa- 
ment in Basic English. Standard commen- 
taries on the Greek text, like the Ex- 
positor’s Greek Testament, are also in 
harmony. 

We quote from Henry Alford, who says: 


“No alteration to kamilon is necessary 
or admissable. That word, as signifying 
a rope, or cable, seems to have been in- 
vented to escape the fancied difficulty 
here. We must remember that the ob- 
ject here was to set forth the greatest 
human impossibility and to magnify 
divine grace, which could accomplish 
even that.” 

We consider these witnesses sufficient to 
assure us that in this passage of our text 
we have the word and the sayings of our 
Lord and Saviour. P. W. H. FReEpsRIcx. 
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Vacation Resorts and Camps Prepared for Capacity Season 


From the pre-season activity in all re- 
sort places in the Pocono region a banner 
season is anticipated during the coming 
summer months. With the early arrival 
of spring many persons have taken advan- 
tage of this section for a bit of physical 
relaxation after a strenuous winter. Among 
resorts anticipating a successful season is 
the Paradise Falls Lutheran Association, 
about nine miles from Stroudsburg. 

At the recent annual meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the Association, the 
resignation of Mr. Erwin W. Moyer as 
treasurer-manager was regretfully ac- 
cepted. He served in this capacity for 
nearly fifteen years and did a most accept- 
able job during the trying years of the 
depression and the war. He was tireless 
in his energy and devotion to the work. 
The Board proceeded with the election of 
William F, Angermann of Philadelphia as 
treasurer and Arthur K. Leberknight as 
manager. The latter is a member of the 
faculty of Temple University and plans to 
arrange his duties at the university so that 
the major portion of his time will be de- 
voted to the business of this fine Lutheran 
resort during the summer months. The 
Rev. Erich F. Voehringer, Ph.D., pastor 
of Tabor Church, Philadelphia, was elected 
to fill the vacancy of the unexpired term 
of Paul Hollaway, who resigned. 


The Paradise Falls Camp for Girls will 
be capably handled by Miss Evelyn Halde- 
man, and from present indications will en- 
joy a capacity season. 


All of our Lutheran congregations in this 
region are planning special services to care 
for the spiritual life of resort visitors. St. 
John’s, Stroudsburg, and Grace, East 
Stroudsburg, will conduct the regular 
morning services each Lord’s Day. The 
former has arranged with other congrega- 
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tions of the community to conduct com- 
munity service in St. John’s Church each 
Lord’s Day evening during August. 


Camps Miller and Hagan 

From reports received from the com- 
mittee of the Board of Christian Education 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, Camp 
Miller for Boys and Camp Hagan for Girls 
will be filled to capacity this season. Both 
camps are ideally situated above Shawnee- 
on-Delaware. They are_ thoroughly 
equipped, and include religious training. 
Both camps will open June 30. 


In the Parishes 

Grace Church, East Stroudsburg, under 
the faithful and energetic leadership of 
the Rev. J. S. Kistler, has made consider- 
able reduction in its indebtedness during 
recent months, due in large measure to 
substantial bequests received from de- 
parted members. This congregation is now 
engaged in a special campaign through 
which it hopes to attain complete payment 
of the debt by the end of 1946, when it | 
will celebrate its fiftieth anniversary. 


Recently the Rev. William C. Wunder, 
son of Dr. Fred C. Wunder, of Allentown, 
Pa., entered upon his pastorate of the 
Tannersville Parish. Shortly after his ar- | 
rival with his bride at the parsonage, a | 
reception was tendered in their honor and | 
many beautiful gifts were presented by the 
members. Pastor Wunder has already won 
the esteem of the members of this semi- _ 
rural parish, and increased attendances are | 
noted at the services. 


The eightieth anniversary committee of | 
St. John’s, Stroudsburg, under the able 
leadership of A. F. Everitt, for many years 
active in the work of the congregation and 
church school, and city editor of the local 
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daily newspaper, has begun to put into 
operation its threefold program for the 
celebration of this event in 1946. The pro- 
gram includes an effort along spiritual 
lines, which shall be entered into at the 
beginning of the year. The committee also 
plans renovations to the interior of the 
church, including installation of new pews 
and the raising of a fund of $50,000 with 
which to construct an educational and 
parish building at the close of the war. 
The congregation now has a considerable 
sum invested in war bonds for this pur- 
pose. 


Dr. Wohlsen Honored 


A very happy event took place in St. 
John’s, Stroudsburg, on Monday evening 
following Easter. A reception was held in 
honor of Pastor Wohlsen, who had been 
honored by his Alma Mater, Muhlenberg 
College, at its mid-winter commencement, 
with the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. The meeting was in charge of 
Mr. H. L. Keiper, a member of the vestry 
and a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Muhlenberg. Vice-president A. F. Everitt 
presented the pastor with a doctor’s robe 
as a gift of esteem from the congregation. 
Mrs. Wohlsen was presented with a bou- 
quet of flowers. The confirmation class of 
1945 presented the pastor with a money 
gift. Congratulatory expressions were given 
by the Revs. H. W. Tobaben of the Pleasant 
Valley Parish, the Rev. Wm. C. Wunder of 
the Tannersville Parish, and the Rev. 
Francis Thomas, president of the Minis- 
terial Association of Monroe County and 
the Hon. C. H. Rhodes, LL.D., judge of 
the Superior Court of Pennsylvania, a 
member of the congregation and a former 
classmate of the pastor while at Muhlen- 
berg. A reception followed in the church 
school rooms. Dr. Wohlsen entered this 
field in 1927 and has seen its membership 
grow from 535 to nearly 1,000. The congre- 
gation is in excellent financial condition. 
V-E Day in Stroudsburg ‘ 

Great devotion and joy was manifest in 
the Stroudsburgs with the official an- 
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nouncement by President Truman that 
V.-E Day had arrived. It was a day in 
which the news was received with great 
solemnity and deep appreciation to Al- 
mighty God for the completion of this 
portion of the global conflict. On the eve- 
ning of that day, members from various 
congregations assembled in Grace Church, 
East Stroudsburg, where a service of 
thanksgiving was conducted in which Pas- 
tor Kistler and the pastors of the East 
Stroudsburg Methodist Episcopal Church 
and the Baptist Church participated. The 
spacious sanctuary was filled to capacity 
with an overflow in the chapel. At St. 
John’s, Stroudsburg, the attendance was so 
large that it filled the sanctuary, the 
church school rooms, the social rooms and 
many were turned away. The service was 
amplified. The liturgical service was in 
charge of local pastors and the two ad- 
dresses were delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
John Briere of Philadelphia and the pastor 
of St. John’s Church. Special music was 
provided by St. John’s choir. A conserva- 
tive estimate indicates that more than 
1,500 citizens of the two boroughs were in 
attendance at the two services. Through- 
out the county similar services were held. 


The YMCA of Stroudsburg has just com- 
pleted a very successful fund raising cam- 
paign in which $125,000 was contributed 
by the citizens and a like amount donated 
by Mr. S. S. Kresge of chain store fame 
and a native of Monroe County, and now 
a citizen of the Buck Hill Falls area. Many 
prominent Lutheran laymen were actively 
identified with the appeal. It is the plan 
to erect the structure at the conclusion of 
the war, when priorities are lifted, 


Tuesday evening, April 24, the Brother- 
hood of St. John’s, Stroudsburg, celebrated 
its thirty-eighth birthday at a dinner 
meeting with the ladies as guests. More 
than one hundred were in attendance and 
listened with interest to the address by 
Pastor Warren Heinly, newly elected pres- 
ident of the Allentown Conference, and 
witnessed the presentation of the film on 
Lutheran World Action. 
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Dr. Scherer and Synod’s Chaplains Welcome Guests 


Nashville Lutherans were pleased to 
learn this spring that Dr. Paul E. Scherer, 
pastor of the Church of the Holy Trinity, 
New York, was guest speaker at the an- 
nual Vanderbilt University Cole Lectures 
April 8 to 13. 

Dr. I. W. Gernert of First Church, Nash- 
ville, informs us that Dr. Scherer was the 
first Lutheran ever to honor the lecture- 
ship by his presence as speaker for the 
week; his subject, “The Plight of Freedom.” 


Zion Church, Covington, Ky., received 
favorable publicity recently when the Cin- 
cinnati Sunday Enquirer featured a pic- 
ture of the church in its regular “A Spot 
Near Cincinnati” section. We join with 
Pastor Lorin Spenny in gratification that 
his church should be prominently dis- 
played as one of the garden spots of lovely 
Park Hills. 


The Parish and Church School Board 
was ably represented early in May at 
synod by the Rev. Arthur H. Getz, who 
spoke in Memphis, Nashville, Paducah, 
Louisville, and Covington. He exchanged 
viewpoints on the present and prospective 
literature of the Board, and it is hoped 
that several Leadership Training Courses 
in synod may result from his tour. 


Chaplains Welcomed 


Two of synod’s chaplains, former neigh- 
borhood pastors in Louisville, returned one 
night from England and from Iran to grace 
the annual Lutheran Men’s League Father 
and Son banquet at Calvary Church, early 
this year. They are Major F. O. Taafel, 
former pastor of Fenner Memorial Church, 
who has spent more than two years in 
England, now stationed at near-by Fort 
Knox; and Lt. Col. Howard Laughner, on 
furlough after two years in Iran; now back 
at his post in Iran. 
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First Church, Louisville, was the scene 
April 24 to 27 of a most interesting and 
informative series of illustrated talks on 
Bible Archaeology by Pastor Robert Kin- 
sey, Ph.D., St. Paul Church, Nashville. Dr. 
Kinsey received his doctorate at Johns 
Hopkins in archaeology before attending 
and being graduated from Hamma Divinity 
School two years ago. The presentation 
was sponsored by, the Lutheran Sunday 
schools of Louisville and Jefferson County 
and was titled, “New Finds on the Bible 
Through Digging Up Lost Civilizations.” 


The Lutheran Choral Society of North- 
ern Kentucky, newly organized, and di- 
rected by Mrs. Olan (Laura Christine 
Bowen) Aughbaugh, delighted a large au- 
dience of appreciative Lutherans Sunday 
night, April 29, with its spring concert in 
St. Mark’s Church, Newport. The choir 
includes members from the choirs of the 
six Northern Kentucky Lutheran churches. 


Lutheran Women met in the sixty-third 
annual session of the Louisville Lutheran 
Missionary Union May 1 at Grace Church, 
in charge of Mrs. J. L. Smith, president. 
Speakers included Pastor Loci G. D. Busch 
on “The Lutheran Church’s Stake in World 
Peace”; Mrs. F. B. Metzner, president of 
the Lutheran Home Aid Society; Mrs. 
Roger G. Imhoff, president of the Witten- 
berg Women’s Guild; Mrs. Robert Clark, 
co-ordinator for the Church Women’s 
Servicemen Council; Mrs. Fred Kimmel, 
representing the Children’s Center Com- 
mittee; Mrs. Lawrence Speckman, pres- 
ident of the synodical Women’s Mission- 
ary Society; Mrs. P. W. Hanley; and Chap- 
lain F. O. Taafel of Fort Knox. The Male 
and Manual High School Glee Clubs en- 
tertained at lunch. 


A new mission has been started on Nash- | 


ville’s West Side with the Rev. John T. 
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Keister, Jr., as American Mission Board 
organizer, The first worship service for 
the new congregation, named “Holy Trin- 
ity,” was held April 15 in Neely Audi- 
torium on the Vanderbilt University Cam- 
pus. Pastor Keister’s residence is 209 
Cantrell Ave., Nashville 5. 


Brief Items 

Pastor Ivan Heft of Bethany Church, 
Louisville, hopes to return from Mayo 
Clinic soon. 


J. Paul Rimmer was installed as pastor 
of the Florence Parish, Kentucky, April 8. 


Synod’s Secretary Lorin Spenny points 
with pride to page 194 of the 1945 Year 
Book, indicating that the Lutheran 
churches in Kentucky lead all states in per 
capita communing membership giving 
with $4.92. 


The Lutheran Home at Jeffersontown 
plans to dedicate a new annex, probably 
June 10. 


The Synodical Luther League Conven- 
tion for 1945 has been canceled. 


Mortgage Burned 

The First Lutheran Church of North 
Platte, Nebr., G. Keller Rubrecht, D.D., 
pastor, observed a service of praise and 
thanksgiving and ceremony of mortgage 
burning May 6. The speaker for the day 
was a former pastor, C. B. Harman, D.D. 

The first service of the congregation was 
held August 5, 1880. The congregation or- 
ganized with twenty charter members 
April 8, 1881, by the Rev. J. F. Kuhlman, 
acting for the Home Mission Board, The 
present church was dedicated in 1920. 
Membership of the congregation is 1,013 
confirmed members, with a property val- 
uation of $110,000. A congregational sup- 
per was held at which guests and old 
timers told stories of “The Early Days.” 
Nebraska Synod rejoices with First Church 
in their achievement, with congratulations 
to Dr. and Mrs. Rubrecht for their fine 
leadership these past seven years. 

A. O. FRANK. 
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Church Work a Challenge 


THE horizon of the church’s future is 
illumined by the example of a faithful few 
who have given themselves to the Lord 
and are promoting the work of the church 


Mr. Philip J. Olinger, forty-eight years 
a church councilman 


by serving in the executive branch of the 
local church. Monuments or bronzed tab- 
lets do not always bear their names, yet 
they serve as the pillars of the church to- 
day. Such is Mr. Philip J. Olinger, New 
Market, Va., who has established an un- 
usual record of serving as an active church 
councilman for forty-eight years at St. 
Martin’s Lutheran Church, west of New 
Market, Va. 

For his extraordinary achievement, the 
congregation honored him by making him 
an honorary church councilman for life. 
He had been installed into this office re- 
cently by his pastor, the Rev. Stephen E. 
Schullery of the Quicksburg Parish. 

When asked why he has the church at 
heart, Mr. Olinger replied: “I feel it is 
my duty to serve my Lord.” 
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Brotherhood, Missionary Society and Congregations Have Good Year 


Tue fourth annual convention of the 
Iowa Synodical Lutheran Brotherhood was 
held in Trinity Church, Sioux City, Sun- 
day, April 22, with President Hugo Wolff, 
Davenport, presiding. Speakers at the af- 
ternoon meeting were W. A. Voss, D.D., 
Sioux City, who spoke on “Allegiance to 
God”; Einer P. Juel, Council Bluffs, who 
gave the address of welcome; Kenneth 
Anderson, Clinton, who responded to the 
welcome; the Rev. William Eller, Sioux 
City, St. Luke’s, who spoke on “Christian 
Stewardship”; and President Wolff, who 
gave a short talk on the responsibilities 
of a layman and a councilman in the 
church. Mr. Juel also gave a report on 
the Minneapolis convention. 

At the banquet Ralph Ross, Sioux City, 
was toastmaster. The invocation was 
given by Robert J. Haut, lay worker from 
St. Mark’s Church, Davenport. Dr. A. G. 
Heitman, principal of Sioux City Central 
High School, addressed the convention on 
“Problems of Present-day Youth.” 

The Brotherhood of Iowa has played an 
important part in educating congregations 
in the importance of apportionment pay- 
ment, and is in no small measure respon- 
sible for the increases of the past two 
years. 

Officers elected were Kenneth Ander- 
son, Clinton, president; Charles Glasford, 
Jr., Council Bluffs, vice-president; John 
England, Muscatine, secretary; and Ralph 
Kading, Sioux City, treasurer. 


Women's Missionary Society Convention 

The seventy-first annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Iowa Synod was held in Trinity Church, 
Sioux City, April 23-25. Most interesting 
and successful part of the program was 
the “work shop” in charge of Miss Ruth 
Juram, promotional secretary for the Gen- 


46 


By F. D. Boupr 


eral Society, and Mrs. N. M. Ostlund, state 
treasurer. Here society problems were 
discussed and suggestions made for the 
improvement of local programs. Synodical 
societies contributed $1,066.85 during the 
year to the support of Miss Esther Bacon, 
missionary to Liberia. For the past five 
years the thank offering report has shown 
an increase of $200 each year. The Post- 
ville Missionary Society was welcomed into 
membership in the state organization. 

All officers were re-elected: Mrs. A. G. 
Heitman, Sioux City, president; Mrs. W. V. 
Gousseff, Des Moines, vice-president; Mrs. 
C. A. Kent, Cedar Rapids, recording sec- 
retary; Mrs. F. C. Maurer, Oxford Junc- 
tion, statistical secretary; and Mrs. N. M. 
Ostlund, Webster City, treasurer. 


Unusual Debt Reduction 

Fairfield. Not many congregations of 225 
communicant members can boast a record 
of a $14,000 debt reduction in 15 months. 
Yet that is the record of First Lutheran 
Church, Fairfield, where the Rev. E. A. 
Piper, D.D., has been pastor since January 
1939. And in addition to providing capable 
leadership in his. own congregation, Dr. 
Piper has served efficiently as synodical 
president for the past four years. 

The present church building was erected 
in 1927 at a cost of nearly $50,000, during 
the pastorate of the late Rev. George 
Parker. Bank failures and financial losses 
during the following years, the drought 


years of 1934 and 1936, all prevented much | 


progress in debt reduction. When Dr. 
Piper became the pastor in 1939, the re- 
maining indebtedness was almost $28,000. 
By January 1944 it had been reduced to 
$14,000. So encouraged was the congrega- 


tion by the progress made in five years — 


that the members voted at the 1944 annual | 


meeting to pay off the rest of the debt 
that year. They missed the goal by $3,200. 
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At the annual meeting in 1945 they voted 
to finish the job by Easter. And they did. 


"How It Was Done" 


Here’s how Pastor Piper tells the story 
of “how it was done”: “It is hard to ex- 
plain how the money was raised because 
we used no usually approved plan for do- 
ing it. The best explanation is that the 
members of the congregation had made 
up their minds to get it done. Each year 
we made an effort to pay a certain amount, 
and almost always it was raised without 
any individual solicitations. Pledges and 
contributions were made voluntarily. The 
families were kept informed by congrega- 
tional letters as to how the debt fund was 
progressing and how much more was 
needed. ‘The people had a mind to work.’ 
On Easter Sunday we still needed over 
$1,500 to reach our goal, but when the 
offering was counted we were $70 over the 
goal. I very seldom mentioned anything 
from the pulpit about the debt fund, but 
I have preached stewardship.” 

The congregation met at 2.30 P. M., April 
15, for the mortgage-burning service. In 
spite of rain the church was filled for the 
occasion, as choir, soloist, and congregation 
lifted their voices in praise to God for His 
blessings. The pastor, twelve members of 
the council and Mrs. Mary Ain, oldest liv- 
ing member of the building committee, 
participated in the mortgage-burning cere- 
mony. Mrs. George Parker, widow of the 
pastor at the time of the erection of the 
church building, spoke briefly. Charles O. 
Lesher and Wayne T. Vorhies read brief 
summaries of payments that were made 
during their respective terms as treasurer. 
The Rev. R. M. Krueger, Iowa City, syn- 
odical secretary, brought the greetings of 
the Iowa Synod. Letters were read from 
two former pastors, the Rev. W. A. Wolge- 
muth, Iowa Falls, and the Rev. W. L. 
Bright, Xenia, Ohio. 

In his message, Pastor Piper commended 
the members for the loyalty and united 
efforts that had brought success. But he 
did not stop there. He challenged them 
to even greater service in the years ahead! 
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Dr. Mott at Postville 

. Postville, the Rev. F. R. Ludwig pastor. 
Dr. John R. Mott, widely acclaimed 
throughout the world as the best loved 
Christian of his generation, will be the 
guest speaker at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Postville, Sunday, June 10, at 2.30 
P. M., at a service commemorating of- 
ficially the liquidation of the indebtedness 
of the congregation incident to the erec- 
tion of the present edifice dedicated in 
July 1942. “Retrospect and Prospect” is 
the subject of the address in which Dr. 
Mott is expected to present his usual stir- 
ring challenge to larger evangelism. 


Bequests to Newton Church 

Newton. First Church, the Rev. F. D. 
Boldt pastor, is the beneficiary of bequests 
from two members of the congregation. 
A codicil added in July 1944 to the will 
of the late Fred Iske left $300 to the con- 
gregation. The will of the late Mrs. H. A. 
Wettstein, drawn in August 1944, left $5,000 
to the church. This sum is to be invested 
and the income used in the yearly church 
budget. This arrangement fulfills the often 
expressed desire of Mrs. Wettstein to make 
a contribution to the support of her church 
long after she passed away. 

Mrs. Wettstein’s will also bequeathed 
$1,000 to the Iowa Synod for Iowa Synod 
missions, and $1,000 to the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the local church. 


Lincolnton, N. C. After a pastorate of 
nine years in Emmanuel congregation, 
Lincolnton, N. C., L. A. Thomas, D.D., re- 
signed to accept a unanimous call to Holy 
Trinity Church, Miami, Fla. During the 
ministry of Dr. Thomas in Emmanuel the 
church membership increased 50 percent, 
and the finances more than 300 percent. 
The first unit of an educational plant was 
erected and paid for; and the congrega- 
tion has shown a wholehearted spirit for 
service, with indications of great progress. 
Miami offers one of the greatest oppor- 
tunities for the United Lutheran Church 
of any field in the South. 
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Exemplary in Plans and 


Performance 
(Continued from page 19) 


Higher Education 

Moving to strengthen both Muhlenberg 
and the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
at Philadelphia, the Ministerium adopted 
a clear-cut statement of policy defining 
its attitude toward higher education: 


1. That the institutions of the church re- 
main fundamentally Christian in every 
phase of their life. 

2. That they be fundamentally Lutheran, 
true to the accepted faith and practice of 
the church. 

3. That they be equipped to meet the 
needs of the whole church and to develop 
leaders for every phase of its life and work. 

4. That they be equipped to meet the 
academic requirements of the recognized 
accrediting agencies and to provide in- 
structions equal to the best that is offered 
by comparable institutions. 

5. That the Ministerium recognizes and 
accepts the responsibilities to provide 
higher education for women of the church. 

6. That the Ministerium recognizes the 
indispensability of its institutions of higher 
education and accepts the responsibility 
for promoting their work, supplying stu- 
dents, and providing adequate financial 
support. 

Dr. Paul J. Hoh, president-elect of the 
theological seminary, reported on the work 
at the seminary, its plans for rehabilitating 
and improving its physical plant, and its 
objective for the future as it continues to 
train men to serve the church. He nom- 
inated Dr. Charles Muhlenberg Cooper, 
member of the faculty since 1936, for elec- 
tion as professor of Old Testament. After 
his election, Dr. Cooper was presented to 
the convention. 

Dr. Hoh announced that Dr. Martin 
Heinecken of Wagner College was being 
nominated by the New York Synod for 
election to another professorship. 

Another highlight of this epoch-making 
convention was the decision to purchase 
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the 165-acre Turn farm along the Delaware 
River, between the Ministerium’s Camp 
Hagan for girls and Camp Miller for boys, 
to establish a new camp for leadership 
training and other educational purposes. 
The site will be purchased and the camp 
developed by the synod’s Board of Chris- 
tian Education with funds made available 
at interest by synod. 


An Unchurched Multitude 

The Board of Home Missions reported 
that 33 mission congregations of the synod 
had reduced their indebtedness $67,185 
during the past year. Superintendent Karl 
Henry appealed for support of the $50,000 
anniversary fund the board is raising to 
use as a revolving loan for mission con- 
gregations needing new buildings after the 
war. He indicated that there are more 
people on the territory of the Ministerium 
who are not members of any church than 
there are Lutherans in the United States 
and Canada. He appealed for full support 
in the strengthening of the rural church 
and for the establishment of new churches 
in areas where a need is found to exist. 

In another important action the church 
approved a six-point agreement defining 
some of the relationships between Lu- 
theran and Reformed congregations in 
union churches. Under the plan drawn up 
by representatives from both church 
bodies, each congregation is to be incor- 
porated separately and have its own ad- 
ministrative body; each to have its own 
treasury and treasurer; each to make 
proper and necessary provision for gath- 
ering and disbursing its own funds; union 
Sunday schools are to use the literature 
of each denomination in alternating years; 
and each congregation is to recognize and 
develop its own authorized auxiliaries for 
men and women and young people. Church 
councils of both congregations are to meet 
jointly at stated times to make necessary 
provisions for the care of property held 
jointly, and expenses incurred by such 
joint use are to be shared equally. 

The Foreign Mission Board of the United 
Lutheran Church, Dr. Fred J. Fiedler re- 
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ported, recently called twelve young men 
for foreign mission service and is ready 
to call twenty more. He said that Chris- 
tians in Japan, according to recent infor- 
mation, are maintaining their churches and 
have even refused to use the names for 
their churches selected by the Japanese 
government. 


Ill and Aged Members 


Another far-reaching and long-range 
program was adopted by the Ministerium 
when it approved the recommendations of 
its Inner Mission Board. The recommen- 
dations call for the establishment of a 
home for the care of chronically-ill work- 
ing women under 65 years of age; the 
founding of a home for the care of unwed 
mothers and their infants; the Lutheran 
Home for Orphans and Aged at German- 
town to provide facilities for the care of 
chronically-ill persons as soon as conditions 
and resources warrant. 

Dr. Ralph H. Long of the National Lu- 
theran Council in a graphic way described 
the conditions and needs of the church 
abroad. He indicated both the challenge 
and the responsibility that belong to the 
Lutheran Church in the rebuilding of 
church life in Europe. He pointed to the 
example of Swedish per capita giving of 
$100 for spiritual rehabilitation of more 
than 240,000 refugees from Denmark, Nor- 
way, Finland, Esthonia, Latvia, and Ger- 
many. Dr. Paul C. Empie pointed to the 
importance of the wartime projects that 
are maintained by Lutheran World Action 
and said that Lutheran Service Centers for 
men and women in the armed forces are 
being established in Paris, Calcutta, Manila, 
and at several points in Germany. The 
Rev. Earl S. Erb, the Ministerium’s Lu- 
theran World Action director, reported 
that 64 percent of the synod’s quota had 
been raised; 208 congregations had raised 
their minimum quotas; 59 congregations 
had raised 140 percent or more. 

The service flag dedicated to those in.the 
armed forces showed that 29,735 church 
members were in the active service; 763 
had paid the supreme sacrifice; 972 women 
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had answered the call; 1,607 had already 
been discharged; and 40 pastors had en- 
listed for the chaplaincy. Lieutenant Ed- 
win A. Andrews, a Navy chaplain home 
after 18 months in the South Pacific, and 
Captain Ira Fritz, an Army chaplain, told 
of the work chaplains are doing. 

Tentative plans for the observance of the 
Ministerium’s 200th anniversary in 1948 
at Philadelphia were approved. 


From Downtown to St. Louis 
NEAREST UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


REEN MEMORIAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 


“A Church Where You Feel At Home” 
1034 S. KINGSHIGHWAY BLVD. 
CARL I. EMPSON, Pastor 


BIBLE SCHOOL 
CHIEF SERVICE 
LUTHER LEAGUE 


STREET CARS 
No. 51—Forest Park—No. 18—Taylor Ave. 
BUSSES 


No. 95—Kingshighway—No. 101—Vandeventer 
All stop one block from the Church 


10:00 A. M. 
w 11:00 A. M. 


When in the Nation’s Capital Visit 


LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 


“The Church at the Luther Monument” 
Thomas Circle, 14th and N Sts., N. W. 
Sunday School for All Ages at 9:45 
The Morning Service at 11:00 


Fellowship Supper at 6:30 P. M. 
Luther Leagues at 7:30 P. M. 


L. Ralph Tabor, Pastor 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 


First Lutheran Church 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 
Sunday Services 

9:30 A. M. 
11:00 A. M. 


“To be spiritually 
_minded in life and 


” 
. 


Morning Service 
Broadcast over 
StaaW JAS 


Canara 
anadian ameo 


By Norman BERNER 


THE annual summary of statistics for the 
Canada Synod, prepared by the Rev. 
O. T. C. Stockmann, has just been re- 
ceived. There is nothing sensational about 
them. The Canada Synod is traditionally 
conservative in doctrine and practice—and 
in statistical progress! But there is prog- 
ress all along the line. Baptized member- 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED L. GREWE, D.D., Pastor 


2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10.45 A. M. 


In St. Louis 


A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU 
AT 
St. MARK’S 


ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


6337 CLAYTON ROAD 
(Just west of Forest Park) 
FREDERICK F. MUELLER, Ph.D., Pastor 
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30 A. M. 
THES SHR VICE aestemcrmnne 10:45 A.M. 
STREET CARS 
No. 51—Forest Park—No. 16—City Limits 
BUSSES 
No. 93—Lindell—No. 98—McCausland 


When in 


Baltimore visit — 


TRINITY 
Lutheran Church 


2100 W. Baltimore St. 
Two blocks from the High- 
' way No. 1 on Baltimore 
Street. Car No. 15 from the 
center of the city direct to 

the church. 

P. S. Baringer, D.D., Pastor 
Matthew I. Wiencke, 
Assistant 
SERVICES 8:30 and 11 4 a mM. 

BIBLE SCHOOL 9:45 A 


A Cordial Welcome to ie 
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ship has increased by 517 to a total of | 
33,760; confirmed membership by 428 to — 
24,006; communing membership by 127 to | 
18,683; Sunday school pupils by 150 to | 
7,155; number on cradle roll by 215 to | 
1,749. The congregations of synod value 
their properties and endowments at nearly | 
two million dollars, and have reduced their 
indebtedness by $16,860. Apportioned 
benevolence climbed to,an all-time high © 
of $39,302; total benevolence to $70,405; 
and total expenditures to $345,812. How- 
ever, on a per capita basis, these figures 
are still below those of fifteen years ago! 

An unusually bright spot in a part of the 
report not often earefully studied is seen 
under “Higher Education.” Despite the in- 
roads that the war has made on the young 
manhood and womanhood of the nation, 
there are more Lutherans continuing their 
studies beyond high school. Here are the 
figures (with those for 1943 in brackets 
for comparison): In Seminary: 7 (4); in 
Motherhouse: 1 (0); in other Lutheran in- 
stitutions: 43 (19); in non-Lutheran insti- 
tutions: 86 (69). 


Kitchener Conference 

The Joint Spring Conference of the 
Kitchener and Hamilton Districts was held 
in St. Mark’s Church, Kitchener, the Rev. 
A. G. Jacobi pastor, April 11. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Fred Mueller of 
Welland, on the subject, “The Good Shep- 
herd.” 

The program for the afternoon called 
for only one item—discussion of the “Doc- 
trinal Affirmation” of the Missouri Synod, | 
led by Dr. H. T. Lehmann, president of. 
Waterloo Seminary. And that discussion 
did not get past the matter of the in- 
spiration of Scripture! Obviously there 
is division of opinion within the synod on 
this question. Some go all-out for “verbal 
inspiration”; others reject the “verbal” idea 
as applied to inspiration because of cer- 
tain implications; and still others feel that 
“a definite, clear-cut definition of ‘verbal 
inspiration’ is in order.” A straw vote ) 
was suggested that people both within and | 
beyond the Canada Synod might know 
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where its pastors stood on the matter of 
inspiration. This was rejected, however, 
in view of the fact that the synod has an 
Official statement on the matter of Lu- 
theran Union in the three points presented 
by Dr. C. H. Little and adopted at its 1944 
convention. 

The Rev. Paul Eydt, member of the Nova 
Scotia Synod, was a visitor at the confer- 
ence. He commented that the Canada 
Synod had not changed one iota since he 
had left it to go to the east, where the 
matter of inspiration did not bother them. 
He summed up the problem of inspiration 
by giving the illustration of a man holding 
a glass of water in his hand. Opinions 
about the water differ. One says: it is 
pure water; another maintains that it is 
100 percent pure! 


Sixty Years as Organist 

Something of a record was set recently 
when Miss Marion Schweitzer retired after 
sixty years of service as organist at St. 
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Conestogo, 
Ontario. Miss Schweitzer was appointed 
organist in 1884 as a girl just out of school 
and, with the exception of two brief in- 
tervals, served faithfully ever since. For 
a time she also directed the choir and 
taught in the Sunday school. She was 
honored at a special church service April 
12, conducted by her pastor, the Rev. S. J. 
Wittig. The sermon was preached by the 
Rev. H. R. Mosig of New Hamburg, and 
tribute was paid to her work by a former 
pastor, now retired, the Rev. C. Zarnke. 
Suitable presentations were made by the 
congregation and its organizations at a 
social hour that followed the service. 


The Rev. Lloyd H. Schaus of Ottawa was 
guest preacher for the annual baccalau- 
reate service of Waterloo College. The 
service was held April 22 in St. Matthew’s 
Church, Kitchener, Dr. John Schmieder 
pastor, and marked twenty years of af- 
filiation of the college with the University 
of Western Ontario. President W. Sher- 
wood Fox of the University was present 
for the occasion. 
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Welcome to Des Moines, Iowa 


ST. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
SIXTH AVE. and KEOSAUQUA WAY 


This downtown church especially wel- 
comes visitors, and men and women in 
the Service. . 


Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., Pastor 
Services at 9:15 A. M. and 11:00 A. M. 


IN SEATTLE 


A friendly welcome awaits you 
at 


Central 
Cutheran Church 


Eleventh Avenue at East Olive Street 
(Near Downtown) 


H. STANLEY HOLMAN, Pastor 


CHURCH SCHOOL 


DIVINE SERVICE 11:00 A. M. 


When in SAN FRANCISCO 


visit historic 


St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 


“Founded 1849” 
1135 O’FARRELL STREET 


Church School—9.45 A. M. 
Chief Service—11.00 A. M. 


Youth Vespers— 
6.00 and 7.00 P. M. 


J. George Dern, D.D. 
Pastor 


Waterloo College and Seminary will take 
another forward step this fall when Dr. 
U. S. Leupold joins the faculty as as- 
sistant professor of music and theology. 
Dr. Leupold has made a name for himself 
by his page, “Musical Echoes,” in the 
Canada Lutheran and by his lectures and 
addresses on church music. He is at pres- 
ent pastor of Christ Church, Maynooth, 
and previously served as assistant pastor 
and organist in St. Matthew’s Church, 
Kitchener. 


Probably of greater immediate interest 
to the pastors of synod than the political 
harangues that are in the offing were lec- 
tures given at a Pastors’ Institute preced- 
ing the opening of synod June 5-8. Dr. 
T. A. Kantonen of Hamma Divinity School, 
Springfield, Ohio, gave three lectures on 
“Recent Luther Research in German and 


ATLANTIC CITY 


America’s Wartime Center 
for Rehabilitation and Rest 


. . . 


VISIT 
St. Andrew’s-By-the-Sea 


Lutheran Church 


Michigan and Pacific Avenues 
Richard F. Garnet, Pastor 
CHURCH SCHOOL 


THE SERVICE 
VESPERS 


Welcome to Los A 


soso g 


THE FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3119 W. Sixth Street 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, D.D., Pastor 
In the heart of the Wilshire district. 
Morning Worship, 11:00 O’clock. 
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Scandinavian Theology.” Dr. H. T. Leh- 
mann, president of Waterloo Seminary, 
took as his subject, “Church and Church 
Government.” 


The Rev. Fred Mueller of Welland ad- 


dressed the Lutheran Ministerial Associa- 


tion of Buffalo May 7. His subject: “Prob- 


lems of Romanism in Canada.” 


Voth Jersey Vhews 


By Apert P. STAUDERMAN 


The New Jersey Conference of the 


United Synod of New York, meeting at 
Redeemer Church, Maywood, the Rev. 
James Emerick pastor, chose new oificers 
for the coming year. As its president, con- 
ference elected the Rev. Theodore J. Erd- 
mann, energetic young pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Jersey City, one of the largest 
congregations in New Jersey with the en- 
viable record of meeting its benevolence 
appeals and quotas in full. Among the 
active members of St. John’s is Mr. Henry 
Beisler, treasurer of the United Lutheran 
Church. The other officers are: the Rev. 
Albert P. Stauderman, Teaneck, vice-pres- 
ident; the Rev. Robert Barkley, Jersey 


City, secretary; Henry M. Waitz, Jr., a | 


member of St. Mark’s Church, Elizabeth, 
re-elected as treasurer. 
The greater part of the convention was 


devoted to consideration of the work of the | 
church at large, with especial attention to | 


current appeals. One interesting 
adopted unanimously, was the proposal to 


increase the Mission Housing Fund from | 


its present $2,150 to $3,000. This fund is to 


item, | 


be presented “without any strings at-_ 
tached” to a deserving mission congrega- | 


tion to aid in their postwar building plans. 
The fund is raised largely through con- 
tributions from Sunday schools and Bible 


classes. The first $2,000 has been set aside | 


for St. Luke’s Church, Donnellen. 


Benevolence Objectives Stressed 
Increases in benevolence giving were 


The Lutheran 


For your visit to Philadelphia 
MARK SUNDAY NIGHT, 7:30 


on your calendars. Join with the hundreds who worship and fellowship in 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


THE FRIENDLY TABERNACLE 


Broad Street and Roosevelt Boulevard 


DR. BOSS STOVER, CHOIRS, SOLOISTS, HYMN SINGING 
A Large Part of the Audience is Youth 
Also: 11 A. M. Dr. Ross Stover (WDAS) 
Messiah Lutheran, “The Friendly Church,” 16th and Jefferson Sts. 


reported from many of the congregations, 
but the conference still lags, with only 
about 50 percent of its quota raised in 
1944. The Stewardship Committee is pro- 
viding a vigorous program of education 
among the laggard congregations in an ef- 
fort to improve this condition. Steward- 
ship literature is sent insofar as possible 
to church councilmen and other key lead- 
ers in congregations, and members of the 
conference committee offer to explain and 
discuss the benevolence program with 
church councils whenever they are invited 
to do so. Lutheran World Action fares bet- 
ter in New Jersey, according to Conference 
Director Pastor Ivan Sterner’s report, with 
about 88 percent of its 1944 quota raised 
and high hopes for a 100 percent response 
this year. 

The retiring president, the Rev. Edwin 
H. Knudten of Rutherford, N. J., was hon- 
ored in a resolution which praised his 
diligence, untiring and devoted effort, and 
the progressive spirit which was developed 
during his two years of leadership. 


Postwar Planning 

One example of this is the proposed 
merger of First St. John’s, Newark, the 
Rev. Curtis Klinger pastor, with non-syn- 
odical St. Paul’s Church of Irvington. Un- 
der proposed arrangements the Newark 
congregation will vacate its property and 
move to Irvington, while the Board of 
American Missions wi!l undertake special 
work at the old St. John’s building for the 
rapidly growing Negro community which 
now surrounds that site. 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Aeolian-Skinner 


ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 


Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 


Boston, Mass. 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 


JOHN KROGMANN 
ARTIST 


Studio 3, 3561 W. Fullerton 
hicago 


NEW WRITERS NEEDED 


FREE DETAILS 
New writers needed to re-write ideas in 
newspapers, magazines and books. Splendid 


opportunity to ‘break into” fascinating 
writing field. May bring you up to $5.00 
per hour spare time. Experience unneces- 
sary. Write today for details. NO OBLI- 
GATION. Postcard will do. 

COMFORT WRITER’S SERVICE 
210-A5 South Seventh (2), St. Louis, Mo. 


choiré GOWNS 


Pulpit 


Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work. 
Pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co., 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 
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From the Cathedral Film, Journey Into Faith 


A HINT FOR FILM USERS 


Many vety beautiful seasonal films can be adapted exceptionally well 
to out-of-season use by Summer Conferences, Vacation Church Schools, 
and Church Schools lacking teachers. This is your chance to show 
those hard-to-get films at the off-season rate and—more important— 
to bring to your audiences some of the spiritual refreshment of the 
season portrayed. We suggest the use of these outstanding films: 


The First Easter Child of Bethlehem 
Journey Into Faith Journey to Jerusalem 
Barabbas 


Please order now and write for a 
catalog and further information to 


The Service Department 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago 11 Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
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North Jersey News 


(Continued from page 53) 


Reformation Church, Long Branch, the 
Rev. J. Russel Hale pastor, is about to pur- 
chase a suitable site for the construction 
of a chapel. 


Bethany Church, Belleville, the Rev. Guy 
Brown pastor, has recently purchased a 
parsonage. 


A Correction 

This reporter regrets that the statement 
in the last news letter about Calvary 
Church, Cranford, was inaccurate. The 
congregation paid off a commercial mort- 
gage, but is not yet free of debt, since it 
still has a Church Extension loan to liq- 
uidate. With continued progress, final 
freedom from debt should soon become a 
reality for the Cranford pastor and people. 


Dr. Brueckner Honored 

A celebration was recently held at St. 
Matthew’s Church, Hoboken, in observ- 
ance of the thirtieth anniversary of the 
pastorate of the Rev. Dr. Herman Brueck- 
ner. A thronged church paid tribute in a 
special Vespers Service April 22 with the 
Rev. Dr. Samuel Trexler as guest preacher 
and the Rev. Albert P. Stauderman as 
liturgist. At a congregational supper which 
followed, greetings were brought by many 
visiting pastors. The congregation, in the 
words of the toastmaster, strengthened its 
bond of affection for the beloved pastor by 
presenting him with another kind of bond, 
the War Savings variety. In addition to 
the pressing duties of a large city congre- 
gation, Dr. Brueckner is Seaman’s Pastor 
at Hoboken and was one-time professor of 
Church History at Hartwick Seminary. 


Under the guidance of its new pastor, 
the Rev. Walter Kopp, St. Mark’s Church, 
Hackensack, is celebrating May as its for- 
tieth anniversary month. Various celebra- 
tions were held during the month, with 
John A. Weyl, D.D., of New York as the 
preacher at the chief anniversary service. 
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You can share the Word with others and re- 
ceive an income for life for yourself—easily 
and simply through the Annuity Agreement 
plan of the American Bible Society. 

Why not join the thousands of grateful own- 
ers of these Agreements—those who REGU- 
LARLY receive their checks. at stated inter- 
vals—those who have that pleasant satisfaction 
of knowing that their agreement has almost 
100 years of success behind it. 

And, too, wouldn’t it give you a glow of 
satisfaction to know that you are sharing in 
the work of distributing the Scriptures to 
millions throughout the world? 

“A Gift That Lives” tells you of this grand 
Plan and how it works. Will you not let us 
send you this booklet? 


Gm MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 
Wa income \Rgts cares @igter tre te sree eam ar 71 
| Vestry American Bible Society, | 
| é Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


| Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet 1.45 entitled “A Gift That Lives?’ | 


[ NGI Sect cer eS OTT | 
Ra! Pitt eo Rae ee Oe eS Rr Nee Rielle | 
| City... as Scien ee at 


VESTMENTS 

for Choir and Pulpit 
Hangings - Ornaments, 

Supplies - Ete. 

Catalog free on request. 
The C. E. Ward Co. 

New London, Ohio 
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Rotary Duplicator 
SUPPLIES 


INKS 
STYLI 
STENCILS 
ART BOOKS 
INK BRUSHES 
TRACING SCOPE 
WRITING PLATES 
SPEED-O-CABINET 
CORRECTION FLUID 
STENCIL FILING CABINET 


Write for 


Circular 


MANUALS ON OPERATION 
LETTERING GUIDES 
CLEANSING CREAM 
SHADING PLATES 
STENCIL CEMENT 
FILING FOLDERS 
DUPLICATORS 
TRIANGLES 
RULERS 


The United Lutheran 
Publication House 


1228 Spruce St., Phila. 7, Pa. 
Chicago 11 Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
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7 
California ews 


By Joun A. M. ZIEGLER 


Legend of Life is an interesting and in- 
structive pamphlet of 111 pages containing 
the reports for 1944 of the California Hos- 
pital at Los Angeles and the Santa Monica 


Hospital; also of the Lutheran Hospital | 
Society of Southern California. The two — 
institutions are supported by the 200 Lu- | 


theran churches of Southern California, 
members of the synods that compose the 
National Lutheran Council. 


Mr. Ritz E. Herrman is general manager — 


of both institutions, and Fritz C. Noel is 
president of the board of directors of the 
Lutheran Hospital Society. 

Dr. John Edward Hoick, in his report 
as chaplain of both institutions, says in 
part: “The aim of the chaplain has been to 
permeate the different institutions with a 
kind, sympathetic and co-operative spirit 
between those who serve and those who 
suffer. Our hospitals are essentially 
Christian institutions. This ideal is shared 
by all the hospital family. This spirit is to 
be especially found in the sympathetic 
contact between nurses and patients. 

“More especially, chaplains strive to im- 
part to the patient a quietness of mind and 
a serenity of spirit which will come from 
a reliant faith in God—all of which will 
enable him to co-operate with the material 
means employed for his restoration to 
health, and ultimately lift the sufferer into 
fellowship with the Giver of spiritual life.” 


A brief introduction to the Legend of | 


Life says in part: “We honor the many 


physicians, nurses, and other workers who. 


have joined our military services from the 


California and the Santa Monica hospitals 


—we pray for their protection and safe 
return.” 


The following enumeration is a sum- 


mary of the honorary staff of each institu-_ 
tion who have entered military service, as | 


follows: Physicians, 193; internes, 15; 
school of nurses, 17; nurses and other em- 
ployees, 167; a grand total of 392. 
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—Coming to NEW YORK—? 
VISIT NEW ROCHELLE 


“THE QUEEN CITY ON THE SOUND” 
Thirty-five minutes from Grand Central Station 


ot OY aay RelN ity: 


LUTHERAN CHURCH 


WALTER CHRISTIAN HANNING 


Pastor 


MARY ELIZABETH FOWLER 
Minister of Religious Education 


The Legend of Life also publishes a 
complete directory of the 200 Lutheran 
churches of Southern California, giving 
the name and location of each congrega- 
tion, together with the name and residence 
of the pastors. 


Congregations 

After a service of 37 years in Trinity 
Church, Long Beach, Dr. Daniel J. Snyder, 
dean of pastors, tendered his resignation 
Palm Sunday, to take effect at once. On 
account of Dr. Snyder’s failing health, the 
resignation was regretfully accepted, and 
he was unanimously elected pastor emer- 
itus. As an expression of appreciation, the 
congregation voted him a check for $1,000. 
Dr. Hoick is carrying on the work of the 
church as guest pastor. 

Trinity Church was organized February 
24, 1907, by Dr. Ziegler, with 40 charter 
members. When Dr. Snyder took charge 
in 1908, there were 30 resident members. 
The present communing membership is 
petween 260 and 275. 


The First Church, San Bernardino, the 
Rev. Arthur W. Alm pastor, is planning to 
Juild a parsonage in the near future on a 
ot they recently purchased. 


Trinity Church, Pasadena, in addition to 
maying their debt, meeting all financial 
bligations, including their apportioned 
hare for Midland College, recently pur- 
hased a desirable corner lot at the inter- 
ection of Orange Grove and Holiston Ave- 
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V//arion . 


Co LLEGE Marion, Va. 


founded 1873 


A JUNIOR COLLEGE of the 
LUTHERAN CHURCH—FOR WOMEN 


—First two years of college work in 
home-like environment 
Liberal Arts Pre-Nursing 
Music Pre-Social Work 
Business Education Pre-Technician 
Home Economics 


—Last two years of high school work 


For information write 
The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box K, Marion, Va. 


nues, for $2,650, on which they plan to 
build a parsonage in the near future. 
Nineteen new members were received 
during Holy Week, besides a class of eight 
confirmed April 15. A summer class of 
confirmands is planned in connection with 
a Summer Bible School. The council is 
planning for a full- or part-time assistant 
pastor, or a full-time parish worker. 
March 18, George Spindt, a son of the 
congregation, was ordained in Trinity 
Church. His parents are leaders in church 
work. Mr. Spindt is vice-president of the 
congregation and president of the Board 
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of Trustees. He was contractor when the 
present church was built. Mrs. Spindt is 
president of the Missionary Society and 
superintendent of the Primary Depart- 
ment. 

George is the new pastor of Grace 
Church, Santa Barbara. He and his wife 
have been heartily received by the mem- 
bers of Grace Church. 


New Congregations and Missions 
Three new congregations are being re- 
ceived into synod: the English Lutheran 


CLERICAL PULPIT ROBES 
Choir Gowns in All Styles 
CASSOCKS 
SURPLICES — STOLES 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
ALTAR LINENS 

CLERICAL SUITS — CLOAKS 
RABATS—RABAT VESTS—COLLARS—SHIRTS | 


Inquiries Invited 


Cc. M. ALMY & SON, INC. | 
562 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


Choose Carefully When 
You Choose Your Bible 


KING JAMES 
VERSION 


‘THERE are many 
translations, many versions of the Bible. 
But only one authorized King James — 
the Book beautiful. If it isa NATIONAL 
Bible it is the beloved King James Version. 


National RRLES 


SINCE 1863...AT. YOUR BOOKSTORE 
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Church of Los Angeles, Dr. W. S. Dysinger | 
pastor; the Altadena Church, the Rev.| 
George Nelson Thompson pastor; and Faith | 
Church, North Long Beach, the Rev., 
Donald Weaver pastor. | 

Four new missions are being organized: | 
the United Lutheran in Culver City, the 
Rev. Frederick Wentz pastor; St. Paul’s,, 
Sacramento, the Rev. Paul Keck pastor; 
Tucson, Ariz., where the Rev. Albert Alsop, 
under appointment to the Argentine, is. 
temporarily in charge; and in Phoenix, , 
Ariz., the Rev. Don Endter pastor. 


Foreign Mission Planning 


Representatives of Eight “Authorities” 
at Rock Island Conference 


BETTER understanding and closer oct 
operation, looking toward more _ united] 
planning and action both at home and 
abroad, is the goal which is seen more and 
more nearly achieved by the Lutheran 
Foreign Missions Conference, which met 
in annual session at Rock Island, Ill., un- 
der the leadership of the Rev. Bernhard 
A. Helland of the Santal Mission. Two 
co-operative enterprises were discussed 
with enthusiasm, and steps were taken to 
put thought into action. One project is a 
Lutheran school for the training of mis- 
sionaries. Continuing action on this sub-} 
ject is expected from a committee on 
which each co-operative Foreign Mission’ 
Board is to have a member. The other 
co-operative enterprise discussed was; 
missionary undertakings in Latin America; 
and in this case, the Commission on Amer-. 
ican Missions of the National Luther 
Council is requested to meet with a com-. 
mittee of the Lutheran Foreign Missions 
Conference to discuss the problems off 
Latin American Missions. 

Other interesting items of business were! 
recommendations referring the needs of 
the Vellore Medical College in India t 
the various Boards; the consideration of a 
means to safeguard the service for the 
church of nurses who might be subject t 
draft; ways and means of securing army 
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equipment after the war for the use of 
missions—for instance, jeeps, trucks, etc.; 
a recommendation to our various Boards 
to note the need of missionaries in Tan- 
ganyika. 

The host of the Conference was the 
Augustana Seminary, which offered its 
facilities for the meeting and for the hous- 
ing of some of the delegates. The total 
attendance was thirty-six, which included 
ten visitors. Representatives were present 
from all the bodies co-operating, namely, 
the American Lutheran Church, Augustana 
Synod, Lutheran Free Church, Lutheran 
Orient Mission, Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America, Santal Mission, United 
Danish, and United Lutheran Church. 


For Growing Unity 

A resolution adopted at the Lutheran 
Foreign Missions Conference which ex- 
pressed a recognition of growing unity, 
met with unanimous approval; and it was 
voted to publicize it among all the con- 
stituencies of the Conference. It was as 
follows: 

“Whereas the Lutheran Foreign Missions 
Conference has been impressed with the 
manifestation of God’s blessing upon our 
efforts at better understanding and closer 
co-operation, looking toward more united 
planning and action both at home and 
abroad, and 

“Whereas the word we have received 
from returned missionaries has continued 
to reveal to us the power of Christ our 
Saviour to change men’s hearts and lives, 
and 

“Whereas it is borne in upon us from all 
sides that in all the confusion of war and 
destruction, Christ our Lord remains as 
the only hope of peace and concord, 

“Therefore be it resolved that we give 
thanks to God for His grace and mercy, 
for His unfailing guidance, and for the 
ulfillment of His promises to those who 
oelieve.” 

Officers elected for the coming year are: 
resident, the Rev. Bernhard A. Helland, 
Santal Mission; vice-president, the Rev. 
tolf Syrdal, Ph.D., Norwegian Lutheran 
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ROANOKE COLLEGE ---— 
in Virginia_ 


Prepares for the study of law, business 
administration, medicine, dentistry, phar- 
macy, laboratory technology, library sci- 
ence, social service, and theology. Co- 
educational. Accredited. More than 100 
years of distinguished service to Church 
and Nation. Scholarships. 

In the Virginia tradition, this old Lu- 
theran college offers the highest academic 
hospitality to ambitious students. 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
Salem, Virginia 


LUTHERAN 


CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


T Pastors: Encourage strong, clean, Christian 
boys with stuff, before they are 18, to think 
of God’s Call to service in the ministry. 


q Catalog sent cheerfully—on request. 


Write Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., President 
Maywood, Ill. 


Graduate School Summer Session. Two Terms: 
July 23rd to August 10th and August 13th to 
31st. Compressed schedule—full quarter’s work 
in one or two courses. S.T.M. or S.T.D. credit. 
Worthy academic fare in the best spirit of the 
evangelical tradition. 
“To know is not enough; one’s knowledge must 
be quickened by constant adaptation to its 
generation’s history.” 


WANTED: 


A cook, or a couple, woman to cook and man 
for handy-man. Opportunity for Christian 
Service. Contact Reverend G. P. Reiff, Super- 
intendent, Wernle Children’s Home, R.F.D. No. 
3, Richmond, Indiana. 


Church; treasurer, S. Hjalmar Swanson, 
D.D., Augustana Synod; secretary, Fred J. 
Fiedler, D.D., United Lutheran Church. 

—Lutheran Foreign Missions Conference. 


Rural Church Conducts 


School of Missions 


St. Peter’s Lutheran Church near Cory- 
don, Ind., the Rev. Wilford C. Butt pastor, 
conducted a five-day School of Missions 
during the week of April 9. The study 
book “Forth” was used. The pastor con- 
ducted the first period each evening on 
the Biblical basis of Missions. Mrs: Louis 
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Gray of Muncie, Ind., missionary to Japan 
and the Virgin Islands for a number of 
years, had charge of the last two periods, 
dealing with mission fields and the re- 
sponse of the home church. 

In spite of the fact that it was a very 
busy week for the farmers, there was an 
average attendance of sixty-nine, and a 
deep interest was shown. Interest in mis- 
sions in this rural community has been 
quickened as a result of the school. 


OBITUARY 


The Rev. John Andrew Beighey 


John Andrew Beighey was born May 26, 1866, 
in Middle Lancaster, Butler County, Pa. He 
received his early schooling at the Zelienople 
Academy near Pittsburgh, Pa., following which 
he entered Capitol University, Columbus, Ohio, 
for his pre-ministerial education. In 1892 he 
was graduated from Capitol Seminary, and in 
November 1893 was ordained by the Joint Synod 
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F 5 minutes to Times Square 
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Write for Maps and Booklet 


Prince George 
‘Hotel 14 Fast 26" 
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Member, Asso- denomin 
ciated Organ 
Builders of 
America \ 
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of Ohio, and served churches in Philo, Ohio, 


the Sarver-Saxonburg Parish, and 
moved to Erie, Pa., where he served four years} 
as pastor of the Church of the Redeemer, Erie, | 
and St. John’s, Girard. While living in Erie: 
he supplied several congregations among which | 
were: the McKean-Drake’s Mills-Edinboro Par- 
ish; Girardville; St. Peter’s, North East; and} 
was supply pastor of Grace Church, Erie, on} 
three occasions. Retired from the active min- 
istry in 1933, he continued to supply congrega-) 
tions in the Erie area; was an active member 
of Grace Church; served faithfully as a teacher’ 
in Grace Sunday school; and assisted the pastor | 
on various occasions. 

His marriage June 28, 1893, to Mary Elizabeth 
Hoppe was blessed with five children. Two) 
daughters, Mrs. Esther Beighey Fisher and Mrs. 
Irene Beighey Peacock, preceded him in death. 
Pastor Beighey entered the life abundant May) 
7, 1945, following an extended illness. He is} 
survived by his wife, Mrs. Mary E. Beighey 
of Erie; a son, Luther Beighey of Erie; two 
daughters, Mrs. Mary Beighey Hogan of Zelie-} 
nople and Mrs. Grace Zerbe of Erie; and nine 
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held in Grace Church, 
Erie, May 11. Those who officiated at the serv- 
ice were: H. Reed Shepfer, D.D., president of 
the Pittsburgh Synod; the Rev. Albert U.! 
Gesler, Ph.D., president of the Erie Conference; ! 
and the Rev. John E. Bermon, pastor of Grace} 
Church, Erie. Members of the Brotherhood and jj 
church council 


of Grace Church served ash 
active pallbearers, and the pastors of the Erie} 
District acted as honorary pallbearers. Inter- 
ment was _ made in the Wintergreen Gorge} 
Cemetery, Erie, Pa. John E. Bermon. 


The Rev. Sanford Ner Carpenter, D.D. 


entered into rest April 2, 1945, in the Memorial 
Hospital, Cumberland, Md., where he had sub-; 
mitted to a serious operation three weeks pre-) 
viously. The end came suddenly after he wasi 
up and about the hospital and a good recovery 
was expected. q 

Dr. Carpenter was born at Beavertown, Pa../ 
the son of Alvin M. and Sarah (Feese) Car- 
He attended the Beavertown schools} 
and prepared for college at Missionary Insti-} 
tute. He was a graduate of Susquehanna Uni-! 
versity, college 1898 and seminary 1900, and| 
had the degrees A.B., A.M. and D.D., from that} 
institution. | 

His services in and for the Church were asi 
follows: Pastor, St. Stephen’s, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
1900-1909; professor of English and economics, 
Carthage College, 1909-1913; pastor, Johnstown, 
Pa., 1913-1927; Birmingham, Ala., 1927-31; Mc-} 
Clure, Pa.,. 1931-44. Dr. Carpenter had retired] 
as of January 1, 1945, and had moved tof 
Meyersdale, Pa., planning to do supply work} 
for several years. At the time of his departure} 
he_was supplying the Rockwood, Pa., pastorate.| 

Dr. Carpenter served as president of the Cen-! 
tral Illinois Synod, 1912-13, and of the Alleghany} 
Synod, 1922-24. He was president of the Sus-} 
quehanna University Alumni Association, 1922- 
Oe eee of Susquehanna University, 1914- 
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Dr. Carpenter was a frequent contributor of! 
salient articles in our church periodicals and 
author of “Original Sin,” 1915; “The Reforma- 
tion in Principle and Action,” 1916; “The Ban- 
ner of the Cross,’’ 1918; ‘‘The Cross in the 
Midst of the Year,’ 1917. 

Dr. Carpenter was endowed with a brilliant} 
mind and a retentive memory. In college and 
seminary he was a thorough student and con- 
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Religious books 
of lasting value 


The 
Divine-Human 
Encounter 


By EMIL BRUNNER. A brilliant inquiry 
into the Christian understanding of 
truth, following the Biblical concep- 
tion of it as the meeting of God and 
man. A distinguished book by one of 
the leading Christian thinkers of our 
time. $2.50 


Pastoral 
Work 


By ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD. A 
Source Book for Ministers on how the 
pastor can be of the greatest service 
to his parishioners. ‘One of the finest 
source books for the clergy in years. 
A must for every pastor's study.”— 
Cleveland Press. $2.00 


THE 
Bible Speaks 
to Our Day 


By GEORGE BARCLAY. The message 
of the Bible as it relates to these 
times, offering three solutions to life’s 
problems—Christian faith in God's 
love, Christian standards of conduct, 
and Christian fellowship among all 
races, $1.00 
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GENIUS IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE 


By EMILE CAILLIET. A readable, 
definitive biography of one of the 
greatest of French scientists, who 
turned to God for the truth and 
solace he had always sought, 
384 pages, $3.75 


THE WESTMINSTER 
Dictionary 
of the Bible 


By JOHN D. DAVIS. Completely re- 
vised and rewritten by HENRY 
SNYDER GEHMAN. Based on the uni- 
yersally accepted ‘Davis’ Diction- 
ary. Unique in its scholarly thorough- 
ness and usefulness to readers of the 
Bible. 16 pages of maps. 145 line 
drawings, 680 pp., 636x914". $3.50 


THE WESTMINSTER 


Historical Atias 
to the Bible 


Ed. by G. ERNEST WRIGHT and 
FLOYD V. FILSON. 33 full color relief 
maps in half-tone. 77 photos and 
drawings. As much text as 2 normal 
sized books. 114 pages, 11x15'2”. 
“Magnificent. The most complete tool 
of its kind in print.” — Philadelphia 
Record. $3.50 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES OR 


Che Westminster Press 


Box 506, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroidery—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
§97Marking 108 years of services 1945 
to the church and clergy 


i, COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street; New. York .10, N.Y. 
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Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
Cata- 
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ings, bookmarkers, communion linens. 
logue on request. 


J.M. HALL, INC. 


Office and Salesroom, 
14 W. 40th St., New York Tel. CHickering 4-3306 


FLAGS 


U. S. and SERVICE FLAGS 


Wm. Lehmberg & Sons, Inc. 
138 N. 10TH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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tinued his scholarly pursuits throughout his 
ministry. He was a most able preacher of the: 
Word, faithful and tireless as a pastor, an ef- 
ficient leader, a helpful and sympathetic coun— 
selor. Many to whom he has ministered in his) 
forty-five years of consecrated service rise up 
to call him blessed. 
He is survived by his widow, Mary Collins: 
Carpenter; and adopted son, Ralph; a sister, 
Mrs. Edna Walker; and a brother, J. P. Car— 
penter, Esq. 
Brief services were conducted by the writer, 
who was a classmate both in college and semi- 
nary, at Meyersdale, Tuesday evening, April 2. 
The interment was made at his native Beaver-- 
town Wednesday afternoon after services had 
been conducted in St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
at Troxelville at which the president cf the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod, Dr. M. R. Ham- 
sher, preached the sermon and was. assiste 
by the Rev. Lee S. Deppen of the Beaver} 
Lutheran pastoral charge and the Rev. Ree 
Bingaman of the Thompsonville pastoral charge 
A tribute from Dr. H. D. Hoover was read. 
I. Hess Wagner. 


The Rev: Henry A. Trexler 

The Rev. Henry Alexander Trexler, vetera’ 
Lutheran minister, died at his home in Rock 
well, N. C., May 1, aged eighty-nine years. Pastoz 
Trexler was the | 
oldest clerical 
member of the 
United Synod of 
North Carolina. 
He was.born 
December 22, 
1855, in Rowan 
County, the son 
of Caleb and 
Elizabeth Trex- 
and was 


Church, 
County. 
Young Trexler 
was a student in 
Newton High 
School, and later 
in North Caro- 
lina College. He 
received his final 
theological course 
at the Philadel- 
phia Seminary, 
and was. grad- 
uated in 1886. © 
His first pastor- 
ate was St. Mat- 
thew’s and_ St. 
Peter’s churches, 
Rowan County, 
N;, Ci and vit, us 
worthy of note 
that his entire | 
ministerial life was spent among the churche i| 
of the Synod of North Carolina. He retired inj 
1931 and made his home in Rockwell ever since} 
Pastor Trexler was twice married. The firs} 
Mrs. Trexler was Eltha Van Poole, whom h 
married in 1887. To this union were born si 


Rev. H. A. Trexler, 
oldest member of the 
North Carolina Synod 


children, four of whom survive him. His sec 
ond marriage was to Sarah Elizabeth Lippard' 
who died two years ago. 

The funeral service was held in St. Peter’: 
near Rockwell, conducted by his pastor, th 
Rev. O. G. Swicegood, who was assisted by Dr? 
J. L. Morgan, president of the United Synoa 
of North Carolina, the Rev. E. L. Misenheimeg 
of Rockwell, and the Rev. C. N. Yount o: 
Faith. Lutheran ministers Mada were hon 
orary pallbearers. Burial took place in th 
church cemetery. C. A. Phillips. | 


The Luthera 


“No more pencils, no more books!” 


But there’ll still be school—vacation Bible school. This 
blessing to children of all ages will soon again lift them 
from aimless drifting to a happy, purposeful summer vaca- 
tion. Wartime neglect will be eased and many a working 
mother will breathe easier to know her children are in 
good hands for part of the day at least. To the teachers who 
give so generously of time, patience and skill goes the 
gratitude of all. 

The teaching materials and inspirational literature for 
daily vacation Bible school, weekday classes in religion and 
other midweek activities of the church school are important 
responsibilities of your official church publishing house. 
For effective help in these as in every other plan of Chris- 
tian teaching, you can rely with greatest satisfaction upon 
your own denominational source. 
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pr epar es you 


FOR BUSINESS © 


At Carthage—fully accredited wor 
in business. One-year, two-year and f 
four-year courses with the B.C. degree. 


FOR THE HOME 


If you would help strengthen the 
American home, secure your preparatior 
for Smith-Hughes home economics teach 
ing at a college of your own churchi 
Carthage is one of two U.L.C.A. college: 


fully accredited for this work. 


A 75-year-cid progressive college with a 
sound Christian philosophy of education. 


Summer school begins June 4. Fall! 
term, September 10. Under the accelerated} 
program, four years’ work may be com} 
pleted in three. | 
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